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July 10, 2017

Dr. Keith Gilless, Chairman

State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection
P. O. Box 944246

Sacramento, CA 94244-2460

Re: RPF and LTO Responsibilities Amendments, 2017

Dear Chairman Gilless:

The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) has reviewed the proposed
regulation language included in the 45-day notice for the RPF and LTO Responsibilities Amendments,
2017. CAL FIRE continues to support regulations that would increase the level and effectiveness of
communication between RPFs, LTOs and CAL FIRE in the field during all phases of timber harvesting
plan preparation, review and implementation.

CAL FIRE has been very engaged throughout the Forest Practice Committee (FPC) and Professional
Foresters Examination Committee (PFEC) meetings. We have worked with Associated California
Loggers and California Licensed Foresters Association to understand the issues, provide policy
information and law enforcement data, and develop training and education opportunities. While many
of CAL FIRE's previously suggested revisions have been incorporated into the proposed regulations,
we have some comments and suggested revisions to the language presented in the 45-day notice.

Our remaining comments generally provide clarity and consistency with other sections of the Board’s
rules; however, one significant issue has yet to be addressed. This proposal does not include
changes to the rules applicable to NTMPs, PTHPs, or exemptions and emergencies that require
RPFs. CAL FIRE believes that these other harvesting documents must be addressed in the near
future to avoid confusion and inequitable application of the rules.

Thank you for providing the Department an opportunity to comment on this important rule package.
Please consider the comments included in Attachment A during your deliberations on the proposed
regulations. A representative from CAL FIRE will be at the hearing should any questions arise related
to this proposed change to the regulations.
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“The Department of Forestry and Fire Protection serves and safeguards the people and protects the property and resources of California.”



Attachment A

CAL FIRE Comments
on
“RPF AND LTO RESPONSIBILITIES AMENDMENTS, 2017”
July 10, 2017

CAL FIRE suggested additional text is highlighted and double-underlined

CAL FIRE suggested deletions are highlighted and

Suggested Revisions to 14 CCR § 1035.1

Page 1, Line 17 — CAL FIRE believes there is no need for the parentheses around the
‘s’ after WLPZ (i.e., “WLPZ¢sy").

Page 1, Line 24 — CAL FIRE suggests the following minor revision for consistency with
other code references in the Board’s Rules:

“(2) The RPF preparing the pPlan shall in writing, inform the plan submitter(s) of their
responsibility pursuant to Seetion 14 CCR § 1035 efthis-Asticle, and . . ”

Page 2, Lines 5 through 8 — CAL FIRE suggests the following simplification of the
references to the responsible RPF(s):

“. . all the responsible RPF(s) shall disclose to the real party of interest for whom the
RPE{s}s they are providing professional forestry services of any known current or
potential conflict of interest the-RRE(s) they have with regard to the timber or land that is
subject to operations under the pPlan.”

Pages 2 and 3, Lines 24, 25, and 1 through 3 — CAL FIRE recognizes and supports
these rule changes regarding 1) the importance of communicating in the field and also
2) that RPFs and supervised designees may change over the course of operations on a
Plan. CAL FIRE believes that verifying the accuracy and adequacy of flagging and
marking is critical to this communication regardless of who previously performed this
work or whether or not the work is required or has been provided to clarify certain
aspects of the operations. CAL FIRE offers the following changes for clarity and
consistency with other changes proposed in this rulemaking action.

“(f) An RPF retained by the plan submitter to provide professional advice throughout
Timber Operations, or the RPF’s Supervised Designee, shall inspect the Logging Area
prior to the commencement of operations each year to verify that operational flagging
and timber marking : s- is accurate, adequate and in
conformance with Board rules and the approved Plan.”
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