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Coho Salmon Incidental Take Assistance Repeal, 2009 

 

California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Chapter 4, California Forest Practice Rules, 

Subchapters 4, 5, and 6, Articles 6 and 12 

[Notice Published October 2, 2009] 

 

Repeal  

§ 916.9.2 [936.9.2]            Measures to Facilitate Incidental Take Authorization in Watersheds 

with Coho Salmon  

 

§ 923.9.2 [943.9.2]          Measures to Facilitate Incidental Take Authorization in Watersheds 

with Coho Salmon 

 

 

Repeal 14 CCR §§ 916.9.2 [936.9.2].  Measures to Facilitate Incidental Take Authorization 

in Watersheds with Coho Salmon . 

 

§ 916.9.2 [936.9.2]. Measures to Facilitate Incidental Take Authorization in Watersheds 

with Coho Salmon.  

 (a) The measures to facilitate Incidental Take Authorization in watersheds with coho 

salmon are intended to facilitate the process of obtaining incidental take permits for state-listed 

coho salmon from DFG for timber operations under the California Endangered Species Act 

(Fish & G. Code, § 2050 et seq.). 

 (b) In addition to all other District Forest Practice Rules, in any watershed with coho 

salmon, subsections (c) through (f) shall apply to all timber operations where DFG determines 

that take will, or is likely to result from such proposed timber operations, unless incidental take 
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of coho salmon is already authorized as specified under 14 CCR § 916.9.1 [936.9.1](y) or 

916.9.1 [936.9.1] (z). 

 (c) Class I Watercourse and Lake Protection Measures – The following shall apply to all 

Class I watercourses and lakes within watersheds with coho salmon. 

  (1) Within a WLPZ for Class I watercourses and lakes, sufficient trees shall be 

retained to maintain the preharvest level of direct shading to pools.  The percentage of shade 

provided by Group A species shall not be reduced relative to other species. 

  (2) Recruitment of large woody debris for aquatic habitat in Class I coho salmon-

bearing watercourses shall be ensured by retaining the ten (10) largest dbh conifers (live or 

dead) per 330 feet of stream channel length on each side of the watercourse.  The retained 

conifers shall be selected from within the plan area that lies within 100 feet of the watercourse 

transition line.  Where the plan boundary is an ownership boundary, a class I watercourse, and 

the WLPZ on both sides of the watercourse currently meets the stocking standards listed under 

14 CCR § 912.7 [932.7](b)(2); the ten (10) largest dbh conifers (live or dead) per 330 feet of 

stream channel length within the plan area shall be retained within 100 feet of the watercourse 

transition line. 

 (d) Class II Watercourse and Lake Protection Measures – 

  (1) Any timber operation or silvicultural prescription within 100 feet of any Class II 

watercourse or lake transition line shall have protection, maintenance, or restoration of the 

beneficial uses of water or the populations and habitat of coho salmon or listed  

aquatic or riparian-associated species as significant objectives. 

  (2) Where an inner gorge extends beyond a Class II WLPZ and watercourse 

sideslopes are greater than 55 percent, a special management zone shall be established where 

the use of evenaged regeneration methods is prohibited.  This zone shall extend upslope to the 

first major break-in-slope to less than 55 percent for a distance of 100 feet or more, or 200 feet 

as measured from the watercourse or lake transition line, which ever is less.  All operations 
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within the special management zone shall be reviewed by a Professional Geologist prior to plan 

approval and disclosed and incorporated in the plan as appropriate. 

  (3) The following shall apply to all Class II watercourses and lakes mapped on 

current 1:24,000 scale U.S. Geological Survey topographic map within watersheds with coho 

salmon except as provided under 14 CCR § 916.9.2 [936.9.2] (d)(3)(E): 

   (A) Inner Band: From 0-50 feet, retain a minimum of 85 percent post-

harvest overstory canopy.  The overstory canopy must be composed of at least 25 percent 

overstory conifer canopy post-harvest. 

   (B) Outer Band with 0-30 percent watercourse sideslope: From 50-75 

feet, retain a minimum of 65 percent post-harvest overstory canopy.  The overstory canopy 

must be composed of at  

least 25 percent overstory conifer canopy post-harvest. 

   (C) Outer Band with 31-50 percent watercourse sideslope: From 50-100 

feet, retain a minimum of 65 percent post harvest overstory canopy. The overstory canopy must 

be composed of at least 25 percent overstory conifer canopy post-harvest. 

   (D) Outer Band with >50 percent watercourse sideslope: From 50-125 

feet, retain a minimum of 65 percent post-harvest overstory canopy.  WLPZ width may be 

reduced to 100 feet for helicopter or cable yarding operations. The overstory canopy must be 

composed of at least 25 percent overstory conifer canopy post-harvest. 

   (E) 14 CCR § 916.9.2 [936.9.2] (b)(3)(B)(C) and (D) do not apply to plans 

in the Southern Subdistrict of the Coast Forest District or to NTMPs within watersheds with coho 

salmon. 

 (e) Class III Watercourse Protection Measures – The following shall apply to all Class III 

watercourses within watersheds with coho salmon in or adjacent to harvest units where 

evenaged management, rehabilitation of under-stocked stands, or variable retention 

prescriptions are proposed. 
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(1) establish a minimum 25-foot-wide ELZ on each side of the watercourse for 

slopes less than or equal to 30% and a minimum 50-foot-wide ELZ on each side of the 

watercourse for slopes greater than 30%,  

(2) retain all trees situated within the channel zone and trees that have boles that 

overlap the edge of the channel zone, 

  (3) within the ELZ, at least 50 percent of the understory vegetation shall be left 

post-harvest in an evenly distributed condition, 

  (4) within the ELZ; retain all snags, large woody debris, and countable trees 10 

inches dbh or less, except where necessary to allow for cable yarding corridors, safety, or 

crossing construction, 

  (5) within the ELZ, prohibit initiation of any burning, 

  (6) allow cable yarding when necessary to transport logs through a Class III ELZ, 

  (7) tractor yarding is prohibited within the ELZ, except for the use of feller-

bunchers and shovel yarding that minimize soil   

compaction and disturbance, and 

  (8) within the ELZ, retain at least 15 square feet basal area per acre of 

hardwoods where it exists before harvest, including the largest hardwoods available for this 

purpose. Retain all hardwoods when less than 15 square feet basal area per acre is present 

before harvest.  

 (f) Where harvesting is proposed on a connected headwall swale: 

  (1) Only the selection regeneration method allowed under 14 CCR § 913.2 

[933.2] (a) (2) (A) or the commercial thinning intermediate treatment allowed under 14 CCR § 

913.3 [933.3] (a) may be utilized in that area. 

  (2) Areas of ground based yarding shall be delineated on the ground as an 

equipment exclusion zone and marked prior to the preharvest inspection. 
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(3) All proposed road construction or reconstruction shall be reviewed by a 

Professional Geologist and disclosed and incorporated in the plan as appropriate prior to plan 

approval. 

 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 4551, 4562.7 and 21000(g), Public Resources Code.  Reference: 

Sections 751, 4512, 4513, 4551.5, 21000(g), 21001(b) and 21002.1, Public Resources Code; 

Sections 100, 1243, 13050(f) Water Code; and Sections 1600 and 5650(c), Fish and Game 

Code. 

 
 
Repeal 14 CCR §§ 923.9.2 [943.9.2].  Measures to Facilitate Incidental Take Authorization 

in Watersheds with Coho Salmon. 

 

§ 923.9.2 and 943.9.2. Measures to Facilitate Incidental Take Authorization in Watersheds 

with Coho Salmon. 

 (a) The measures to facilitate incidental take authorization for roads and landings in 

watersheds with coho salmon are intended to streamline and facilitate the process of obtaining 

incidental take permits for state-listed coho salmon from DFG for timber operations under the 

California Endangered Species Act (Fish & G. Code, § 2050 et seq.). 

(b) The scope of application of the minimization and mitigation measures for roads and 

landings in watersheds with coho salmon is as follows: 

(1) In addition to all other District Forest Practice Rules, in any watershed with 

coho salmon, subsections (c) through (q) shall apply to all timber operations where DFG 

determines that take will, or is likely to result from such proposed timber operations, unless an 

incidental take of coho salmon is already authorized as  

specified under 14 CCR § 923.9.1 [943.9.1](h) or (i). 
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(c) An assessment of road surface and drainage conditions for all road segments within 

the plan area and appurtenant to proposed operations shall be included in the plan. 

(1) The assessment shall contain a list of site-specific, field inventory information 

including proposed treatment of existing or potential sediment sources for all crossings, ditch 

relief culverts, road surfaces, road cuts, road fills, landings, turnouts and inboard ditches. 

(A) Field inventory information shall be obtained by an RPF or supervised 

designee while traversing the road segments. 

(2) The assessment shall be subject to approval by the Director, with written 

concurrence by DFG.  Additional field inventory, work sites, and/or alternative treatments may 

be required. 

(3) The results of the road assessment shall be used to, construct, reconstruct, or 

decommission road segments prior to filing a work completion report. Maintenance needs 

identified during and after the road assessment shall be addressed as soon as is feasible. 

(d) Within WLPZs, any new road or landing construction, reconstruction, new 

watercourse crossings, use of Class I fords or opening of old roads (except for the purpose of 

decommissioning) will be subject to approval by the Director, with written concurrence by DFG.  

The Director will only approve such practices where protection for aquatic habitat provided by 

proposed practices is at least equal to the protection provided by the use of alternate routes or 

locations outside of the WLPZ. 

(e) The guidelines and performance standards for road decommissioning methods 

described in the California Salmonid Stream Habitat Restoration Manual, 1998, 3rd edition; 

pages X-53 through X-59 (published by State of California, Resources Agency, California 

Department of Fish and Game) shall be followed. 

(f) The following design features shall be included in the maintenance, construction, 

reconstruction, or decommissioning of roads, except where site-specific alternatives are 

explained, justified, and approved by the Director, with written concurrence by DFG.  The 
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Director may only approve alternatives where the consequences for aquatic habitat are no 

greater than would result from the standard measures. Except for maintenance needs that arise 

from October 15 to June 1, all work described below shall be completed before October 15 in 

the year that work begins. 

(1) Road surfaces shall be outsloped with rolling dips, wherever feasible. 

(2) All road segments shall be hydrologically disconnected, to the extent feasible, 

from watercourses and lakes by site specific application of the following: outsloping, rocking, 

installation of rolling dips, cross drains, and/or waterbars, except where site-specific alternatives 

are explained and justified in the plan, and approved by the Director, with written concurrence 

by DFG. All of these features shall drain to stable sediment filter strips. 

(3) Crossings and associated fills shall be removed or reconstructed where there 

is evidence of failure potential or sediment delivery to Class I, II, or III watercourses and lakes. 

(4) Culverts shall be replaced or removed if they are crushed, perforated, piping, 

separated, not adequate to carry water from the fifty-year flood level, located in unstable fill, or 

causing erosion that may be expected to deliver sediment to Class I, II, or III watercourses and 

lakes.  Replaced culverts shall be installed at or as close to the original stream grade and slope 

as feasible. 

(5) Each road approach to a watercourse crossing shall be  

treated to create and maintain a stable operating surface, and to avoid the generation of fines 

during use, in accordance with subsection (A) through (F) below.  The road approach 

encompasses either of the following areas, whichever is less: 

(i) the area from the watercourse channel to the nearest drainage facility, 

but not less than 50 feet; or 

(ii) the area from the watercourse channel to the first high point on the 

road where road drainage flows away from the watercourse. 
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(A) Road surfaces on the following shall consist of high-quality, 

durable, compacted rock or paving: 

(i) permanent roads, 

(ii) seasonal roads crossing Class I watercourses, 

(iii) roads used for hauling (logs, rock,  

heavy equipment) from October 15 to June 1. 

(B) Road surfaces on the following shall be treated with either: 

rock, slash, seed and straw mulch, seed and stabilized straw, or seed and slash: 

(i) all seasonal roads used for hauling in the current year, 

(ii) all seasonal roads used from October 15 to June 1 for 

purposes other than hauling, 

(C) Approaches to temporary crossings shall be rocked as needed 

after crossing removal to avoid rutting or pumping  

fines during use. 

(D) Ditches exhibiting downcutting along the following shall be 

lined with high-quality, durable rock: 

(i) permanent roads, 

(ii) seasonal roads crossing Class I watercourses, 

(iii) roads used for hauling from October 15 to June 1. 

(E) Ditches along the following shall be treated to prevent scour: 

(i) seasonal roads used for hauling in the current year, 

(ii) seasonal roads used from October 15 to June 1 for 

purposes other than hauling. 

(F) Bare soil on associated fill slopes,  

shoulders and cuts shall be treated to minimize erosion. 
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(6) Sediment discharge from unstable or eroding cutbanks, fillslopes and landing 

fills will be prevented by pulling, buttressing, or other means and by installing and maintaining 

effective erosion control materials. 

(7) Bridges (including associated fill, rip rap, and abutments) and bridge 

approaches showing evidence of failure potential or sediment delivery to Class I, II, or III 

watercourses and lakes shall be repaired, replaced, or removed. 

(g) Erosion control materials shall be applied in sufficient  

quantity prior to the onset of measurable precipitation with re-application as needed to avoid any 

visible increase in surface erosion or turbidity in Class I, II or III receiving watercourses and 

lakes. 

(h) All roads in Class I WLPZs shall exhibit a rocked or paved stable operating surface.  

The surface shall consist of high quality, durable, compacted rock, or paving.  The road surface 

and base shall be maintained to avoid generation of fines during use.  

(i) (1) No road or landing construction, reconstruction, or decommissioning shall be 

undertaken from October 15th to May 15th, or at any time outside this period when saturated 

soil conditions exist, except as provided in subsection (2) or (3). 

(2) No road or landing construction, reconstruction, or decommissioning shall be 

undertaken from October 15th to June 1st, or at any time outside this period when saturated soil 

conditions exist within (i) all planning watersheds that drain into the Mattole  

watershed, (ii) all planning watersheds wholly or partially contained within Del Norte County, 

and (iii) the following specified planning watersheds in Humboldt County; where average May 

rainfall exceeds three inches. 
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CALWATER 2.2 

Planning Watershed 

ID Number Coho Status Acres 

 

McGarvey Creek 1105.110806 Present 13442.2 

May Creek 1107.100201 Present 11242.8 

Lost Man Creek 1107.100104 Present 12704.5 

Skunk Cabbage 

Creek 1107.100203 Present 4855.1 

McArthur Creek 1107.100103 Present 6814.1 

McDonald Creek 1108.100002 Present 23879.8 

Bond Creek 1107.100102 Present 8200.5 

Tarup Creek 1105.110703 Present 12429.2 

Pitcher Creek 1108.100001 Present 13179.4 

Maple Creek 1108.100003 Present 16841.5 

Ah Pah Creek 1105.110702 Present 10771.8 

Bridge Creek 1107.100101 Present 15055.9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

(3) The RPF may propose site-specific exceptions that are explained and justified 

in the plan, and approved by the Director, with written concurrence by DFG.  The Director will 

only approve exceptions where the protection provided for aquatic habitat by the proposed 

practices is at least equal to the protection provided by the above time period or conditions. 

Access without specific approval by the Director is allowed to correct emergency, road-related 

problems demanding immediate action. 
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(j) Use of unpaved roads shall cease when precipitation is sufficient to generate 

overland flow off the road surface, use of any portion of the road results in rutting of the road 

surface, or a stable operating surface can not be maintained. 

(k) (1) Resumption of road use shall only occur when there is a stable operating 

surface. 

(2) Resumption of road or landing construction or reconstruction, shall not occur 

until the soil conditions allow a stable operating surface to be developed. 

(l) (1) All roads within the plan area and appurtenant to proposed operations shall 

be inspected 

(A) by the LTO at least twice annually – once between June 1st and 

October 15th and at least once after October 15th following the first storm event producing 

bankfull stage- prior to completion of operations; 

(B) by the timberland owner during the same time period for the 

remainder of the prescribed maintenance period. 

(2) The inspection shall be started as soon as conditions permit access (in 

accordance with 14 CCR § 923.9.2 [943.9.2](k)) to ensure that drainage structures and facilities 

are functioning to hydrologically disconnect the road prism from waters. 

(3) Inspection results and follow up corrective measures shall be documented 

and shall be provided to CDF and DFG. 

(m) Decommissioned roads shall be inspected following the first storm event producing 

bankfull stage after decommissioning and again prior to filing the completion report.  The 

purpose of the inspection will be to verify the effectiveness of treatments in preventing sediment 

discharges to waters and to ensure treatments are functioning to restore natural drainage and 

hillslope stability.  If treatments are found to be ineffective prior to the end of the prescribed 

maintenance period, further treatments shall be applied if the volume of sediment prevented 
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from entering a channel by additional treatments is greater than that incurred by re-entering the 

site. 

(n) During road inspection and maintenance, measures shall be employed to ensure the 

following:  waterbars fully capture run-off from road surfaces and discharge it without gully 

formation or sediment delivery to waters; culverts (including crossdrains) are not occluded by 

debris; inboard ditches are not downcutting or scouring; cutbank erosion is minimized, and the 

fine sediment present on road surfaces is prevented from delivery to Class I, II, or III 

watercourses and lakes. 

(o) Routine corrective work that prevents diversion of water from a watercourse or ditch 

or helps maintain a stable operating surface (e.g., repairing inboard ditches, cross drains, water 

bars, road surface and fill, unblocking of culverts) shall be performed as soon as possible, 

regardless of the time of year.  Vehicle access for routine corrective work shall only be permitted 

in accordance with 14 CCR § 923.9.2 [943.9.2](k).  Other maintenance needs of lower priority 

shall be undertaken between June 1st and October 15th. 

(p) Forest floor discharge sites below the outlets of drainage  

facilities on all roads within the plan area and appurtenant to proposed operations shall be 

inspected by the LTO for evidence of sediment delivery to Class I, II, or III watercourses and 

lakes at least twice annually; once between June 1 and October 15, and at least once after 

October 15 following the first storm event producing bankfull stage discharges prior to filing the 

notice of completion report.  If evidence of sediment delivery is present, additional cross drains, 

waterbars, or rolling dips shall be installed to reduce the discharge volume to the site. 

(q) Grading of road surfaces shall occur only when necessary to achieve a uniform, 

stable, and well-drained operating surface.  Inboard ditches shall be graded only when they are 

blocked or lack adequate inside ditch hydraulic capacity, or driver safety is a concern.  Where 

feasible, blading the segment of ditch between the watercourse and first drainage facility shall 

be avoided. 
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Note: Authority cited: Sections 4551, 4551.5, 4553, 4562.7 and 21000(g), Public Resources 

Code.  Reference: Sections 751, 4512, 4513, 4551, 4551.5, 4562.5, 4562.7, 21000(g), 21001(b) 

and 21002.1, Public Resources Code; Sections 100, 1243, 13050(f) Water Code; Sections 1600 

and 5650(c), Fish and Game Code; and Natural Resources Defense Council, Inc. v. Arcata Natl. 

Corp. (1976) 59 Cal.App. 3d 959, 131 Cal.Rptr. 172. 

 

end 


