
Rangeland 
Outreach & 
Extension Update

University of California 
Cooperative Extension

Sheila Barry
Bay Area Livestock‐ Natural 
Resources Advisor

Animal Agriculture Literacy is falling behind.



• Rangeland Coalitions
• Grazing in  California State Parks
• University of California Rangeland Positions
• UC ANR publications
• New series, “Understanding Working Rangelands”



California Rangeland 
Conservation Coalition

• WWW. carangeland.org
• Initiated in 2005 in Alameda County, Koopmann 
Ranch by USFWS, CCA, TNC, CNPS, Defenders of 
Wildlife, Farm Bureau and others

• Theme: Working to Keep Ranchers Ranching
• Strategic Plan focus: Outreach and Policy
• Annual Summits – past summit wildfire focus
• Current chair: Bre Owens
• Quarterly Steering Committee Meetings
• Annual Summits
• New statewide boundary
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Central Coast Rangeland Coalition

• http://www.elkhornsloughctp.org
• Initiated by central coast ranchers and TNC
• Educational Meetings 2x per year  (3rd Thursday 
in October and April)

• Past: April 16 Rancher Economics
• Future: October 20 Endangered Species 
Habitat

• Educational/ Outreach Committee monthly 
phone conferences

• Annual Rancher, Manager, Scientist Forum Paper



Grazing in State Parks
A project of the CRCC

• Nov 2013 State Parks Proposal‐Managed 
grazing pilot projects (recommendations for 5 
parks, with various conservation objectives 
identified.

• Negative response from Parks July 2014
• Next step review what’s working in State Parks 
with grazing



Livestock& Natural Resources Advisor
-UCCE Siskiyou, Carissa Koopman Rivers
-UCCE Modoc, Laura Snell 
-UCCE San Benito, Santa Cruz, Monterey, Devii Rao 

Specialists 
-Water Resources & Climate Change Adaptation, UCB, Dr. Theodore Grantham
-Rangeland Management Specialist, UCD, Leslie Roche 
-Restoration Ecology Specialist, UCD, Elise Gornish

New UC ANR Rangeland Positions



Livestock& Natural Resources Advisor
-UCCE Fresno and Madera
-UCCE Ventura and Santa Barbara
-UCCE Placer-Nevada
-UCCE Plumas-Sierra
-UCCE Imperial

Specialists 
-Rangeland Policy, UCB
-Rangeland Resource Economics, UCD
-Beef Cattle Herd Health and Production, UCD

UC ANR Positions (under recruitment)



Livestock& Natural Resources Advisor
-UCCE Sutter-Yuba
-UCCE Sierra Foothills

Specialists 
-Small Ruminant, UCD
-Ruminant Nutrition and Behavior, SFREC
-Grazing Ruminant Nutrition, UCD

UC ANR Positions (proposed)



‐Common Rangeland/Forage Plants ID cards‐ Forero
‐Targeted Browsing California Brush‐ Davy
‐Supplementation to address secondary compounds –Davy
‐Management Alternatives for Foothill Abortion‐ Becchetti
‐Ecology and Management of Annual Rangelands (book)‐ George
‐Outdoor Pork Production Guide
‐Grazing Leases



Flickr.com



Over 2 million visitors a year to 
Bay Area Working Rangelands



Bay Area Working Rangelands
with Recreation

• Federal
– USFWS
– National Park Service

• State
– DWR
– Fish and Game
– Parks and Recreation

• Regional
– East Bay Regional Park District
– Contra Costa Water District
– East Bay MUD
– Mid‐Pen  Regional Open Space District

• County
‐ Santa Clara County Parks
– Santa Clara County Open Space Authority
– Sonoma County Parks

• Local
‐ City of Fairfield
‐ City of San Jose
– Moraga
– Pleasanton
– Walnut Creek

• Non‐Profit
– Muir Heritage Land Trust



I. They don’t understand what they 
are seeing..





II. They don’t understand the 
ecological value of what they see.





III. They are clueless about 
animal agriculture.



IV.  California’s “Happy Cow” 
has added confusion to 
cluelessness.









What we have been doing?

• Changing Parks’ 
perspective on grazing and 
what they say about it

• Educating park interpreters
• Informing Park Boards
• Informing ranchers
• Developing outreach 

material
• Developing signage
• Uncovering additional 

outreach needs



Understanding Working Rangelands


