Board of Forestry and Fire Protection
Range Management Advisory Committee (RMAC)

Rangelands Focus Group

Minutes

May 15, 2007
Attending:
RMAC: Representing
Ken Zimmerman California Cattlemen’s Association
Mike Connor Public Member
Clancy Dutra California Farm Bureau Federation
Ed Anchordoguy California Wool Growers Association
Scott Carnegie California Forestry Association
Leonard Hale Watershed Fire Council of Southern California
Mel Thompson California Wool Growers Association
Jeff Stephens CAL FIRE / RMAC Executive Secretary
Members of the Public:
Eric Huff Board of Forestry and Fire Protection

ltems 1 & 2 Call to Order and Introductions:

Mike Connor called the meeting to order at 2:15 PM. Introductions of all present were
made.

Item 3, Certified Range Manager (CRM) Program: Continuing Education for
Certified Rangeland Managers. Mike Connor Reporting.

Mike Connor reported that he had attended the Cal-Pac Society of Range Management
(SRM) meeting held recently and the CRM related to continuing education was discussed.
The National SRM is currently evaluating their methodology for tracking continuing
education (CE) for rangeland managers. Thirty-two hours of CE is currently required by the
national SRM.

Mike Connor stated that possible sources of CE for California rangeland managers might
be through the University of California Cooperative Extension courses and field exercises.
He confirmed per a question from RMAC that no one is presently tracking CE for California.

Mel Thompson asked if there are sufficient classes or opportunities for CE in the State.
Mike Connor stated that he believes there is sufficient opportunity and offered the annual
meeting of the Cal-Pac SRM as one that offers several sessions that would qualify as CE.

Scott Carnegie asked if credit is provided for working in the profession and conducting the
normal professional duties of a CRM. Mike Connor stated that there is no such credit but it
could be proposed.



Ken Zimmerman asked if there are plans to offer courses by bioregion noting that California
is a very diverse state. For example, a person may have to go to Nevada for CE dealing
with eastside vegetation types. The discussion revealed that there is no focused effort to
address all vegetation types where rangeland management occurs. Mike Connor
recommended that a letter be prepared by RMAC to the CRM Certification Panel
recommending that CE cover a variety of vegetation types.

Additional discussion occurred that focused on the CRM State test pertaining to the content
of questions, whether the different bioregions are represented, and external review and
input for the questions being asked. Ken Zimmerman asked if it would be appropriate for
RMAC to have an opportunity to review test questions as they are being developed. The
consensus of RMAC was that review of the questions being asked would be highly
desirable.

Mel Thompson asked if there are any water quality questions being asked and stated that
he foresees situations where water quality issues will be important and that a certified
rangeland manager may act as the intermediary between the landowner and the regional
water board. Mike Connor stated that he believes water quality questions are being asked.
Scott Carnegie expressed his opinion that there should be different categories of questions
being asked, such as water quality, similar to the manner by which the Registered
Professional Foresters Exam addresses different forestry issues.

Mike Connor summarized his findings as a result of the discussion and identified three
objectives that testing for CRMs should address.

1. The CRM exam should reflect the entire range of California vegetation types found
in rangelands (east and west of the Sierra divide for example).

2. The exam should reflect the importance of water quality issues on rangelands.

3. RMAC wishes to become a reviewer of CRM test questions.

Mr. Connor stated that he would prepare a draft letter to the SRM Certification Panel that

lists the objectives as stated above.

Board Policy # 11:

Mike Connor directed the discussion to Board Policy # 11 that relates to the role for
specialists (including certified rangeland managers) on California rangelands and forested
landscapes. He reviewed with RMAC a draft that he had prepared dated May 14, 2007,
and stated that the draft was intended to augment and not replace Board Policy #11.

Ken Zimmerman made reference to the phrase “unit under consideration” in the second
paragraph and asked what this refers too. Mr. Connor explained that it is the land area
under consideration that defines the Unit.

Mel Thompson stated that he prefers the purpose of management to be the guide as to
when a CRM is required rather than the 10% tree canopy rule as interpreted by the Board
to constitute a forested landscape. Mr. Connor agreed.

Mike Connor stated that he believes there are two constraints under which CRM policy
should be developed. One is to avoid changing existing statute (law). Second is to work



through the PFEC (Professional Foresters Examining Committee) to institute needed
changes in policy specific to CRMs. Eric Huff volunteered to take all input generated to
date and craft a new policy with language specific to CRMs. He will also place the policy
on the August agenda for PFEC. Mike Connor stated that he would like to review the policy
with the SRM Certification Panel before it is delivered to PFEC.

Iltem 4, Report on the Management Plan for the Carrizo Plains National Monument.

Item 4 was deferred to a later meeting of RMAC.

Iltem 5, New and Unfinished Business

None

Iltem 6, Public Comment

None

Meting adjourned
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