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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT 
-Meeting Held November 3, 2008- 

MEETING ATTENDANCE 
Committee Members Doug Piirto (Chair), Tom Walz, Pam Giacomini; Wayne Connor, Helge Eng, 
Russ Henly, Bill Snyder, Allen Robertson, (CAL FIRE); Dave Sapsis, David Passovoy (CAL  
FIRE FRAP); Rhianna Lee, Bob Sullivan (CA Department of Fish & Game); Richard Gienger 
(Humboldt Watershed Council); Bob Carey (Wm. Beaty & Associates); Bill Keye (CLFA). 
 
AGENDA ITEM 1: CONTINUING REVIEW OF THE STATUTE AND REGULATIONS FOR SUSTAINED YIELD 
PLANS (SYPS). 
Board staff introduced the topic with a general review of the draft Initial Statement of Reasons 
(ISOR) and regulatory pleadings in support of amendments to the existing regulation. The draft 
regulatory proposal is intended to recognize the expectation of SYP renewal and set forth the 
process by which such renewal is achieved. Discussion of the topic focused upon the necessity of 
pre-consultation; the possible inclusion of an additional noticing requirement upon submission of an 
SYP; the possible electronic posting of SYP documents for easier access and review by interested 
parties; possible legislation to increase the lifespan of an SYP; possible drafting of an SYP-specific 
THP form as part of the regulatory proposal. 
 
At the conclusion of the discussion, Board staff was directed to coordinate a conference 
call with full public notice for further discussion of the ideas brought forward by meeting 
participants. If possible, the conference call will be scheduled to occur prior to the 
December Committee meeting. Staff was also directed to add draft regulatory language 
setting forth an additional public noticing requirement. The newly revised draft is to be 
posted to the Board’s website prior to the December meeting.   
 
AGENDA ITEM 2: DISCUSSION OF A MODIFIED TIMBER HARVESTING PLAN (MTHP) REGULATORY 
PROPOSAL FOR STREAMLINED PERMITTING OF LANDSCAPE FUEL HAZARD REDUCTION 
Staff provided background on the purpose and intent of the draft Initial Statement of Reasons 
(ISOR) and accompanying draft regulatory language. Discussion of the topic focused upon the 
concept of “fire resiliency” with the recognition that the objective of the regulatory proposal is to 
prevent crown fire by creating residual fuel conditions that keep fire on the ground. The assembly 
noted that “landscape level fuel reduction” really connotes an integrated approach to fuel hazard 
mitigation across multiple ownership types. While the draft regulatory proposal could serve to 
increase fuel reduction efforts at the project level, the California Fire Plan Update remains the key 
mechanism for achieving an integrated and comprehensive approach to managing wildfire and its 
effects upon the landscape statewide. The assembly also discussed the use of photo point 
monitoring for the purpose of ensuring that fuel treatment prescriptions developed by Registered 
Professional Foresters (RPFs) are achieving the objecting of hazard/risk reduction. It was further 
suggested that perhaps a team of agency representatives with expertise in fuel hazard reduction 
treatments could be convened to review MTHPs for Fuel Hazard Reduction. 
 
Following extensive discussion amongst the assembly, staff was directed to revise the draft 
ISOR and regulatory language consistent with the suggestions of the assembly. Staff will 
then present a revised ISOR with regulatory language for further review and discussion at 
the December 2008 Committee meeting.  
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AGENDA ITEM 3: REVIEW AND POSSIBLE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION FOR FULL BOARD 
APPROVAL OF THE BOGGS MOUNTAIN DEMONSTRATION STATE FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN 
UPDATE, MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION/INITIAL STUDY/CEQA CHECKLIST AND MITIGATION 
MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM.  
State Forest Manager, Wayne Connor provided a comprehensive review of the responses to public 
comment on the Management Plan Update as well as the revisions made to date. The Members 
directed that CAL FIRE staff make several minor revisions to the Management Plan prior to the full 
Board’s consideration of an action to approve the various documents on the following day. Staff 
indicated that the changes would be made in advance of the full Board meeting.  
 
Following further discussion, Member Giacomini moved that the Committee recommend 
full Board approval of the Updated Management Plan, Initial Study/Mitigated Negative 
Declaration, Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, and Response to Public 
Comment. Member Walz seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 
COMMITTEE ACTION ITEM: PURSUANT TO A UNANIMOUS VOTE, THE COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDS FULL BOARD APPROVAL OF THE MITIGATED NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION/INITIAL STUDY/CEQA CHECKLIST, AND MITIGATION MONITORING AND 
REPORTING PROGRAM, THEREBY APPROVING THE “PROJECT” IN THE FORM OF THE 
UPDATE TO THE BOGGS MOUNTAIN DEMONSTRATION STATE FOREST MANAGEMENT 
PLAN. UPON APPROVAL OF THE FULL BOARD AND FOLLOWING THE MANDATORY 
LITIGATION WAITING PERIOD, MANAGEMENT UNDER THE UPDATED PLAN MAY 
COMMENCE. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 4: REVIEW OF JACKSON ADVISORY GROUP PROGRESS REPORT AND POSSIBLE 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION FOR FULL BOARD APPROVAL OF THE GROUP’S PROPOSED WORK 
PLAN.  
Russ Henly provided an update on the Jackson Advisory Group’s deliberations to date (please 
refer to Henly’s attached notes). Dr. Henly anticipates that the JAG Work Plan should be ready 
for the Committee’s review and possible endorsement at the December meeting. 
   
AGENDA ITEM 5: NEW AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS (PTEIR GUIDANCE DOCUMENT). 
Allen Robertson, Deputy Chief for Environmental Protection provided a written outline of additional 
topics for discussion in the draft guidance document. Mr. Robertson noted that the outline 
addresses additional considerations related to the Department’s review of Program Timber 
Harvesting Plans (PTHPs) among other things. The outline will be used to guide more in depth 
written discussion by Mr. Robertson for further consideration at the December Committee meeting. 
  
POTENTIAL AGENDA ITEMS FOR DECEMBER COMMITTEE MEETING: 
 

1. Continuing Review of Draft Regulatory Proposal for Renewal of Sustained Yield Plans (SYP). 
 
2. Continuing Discussion of a Modified Timber Harvest Plan (MTHP) Regulatory Proposal for 

Streamlined Permitting of Fuel Hazard Reduction Projects. 
 
3. PTEIR Guidance Document Review. 
 
4. Review of Jackson Advisory Group Progress Report and Possible Approval of the Group’s 

Proposed Work Plan. (Committee and Full Board). 
 
5. Mountain Home Demonstration State Forest Management Plan Review. 
 
6. Department Presentation on the Status and Outcomes of the Pilot Program for Electronic 

Posting of Timber Harvesting Plans. 
  
7. Discussion of the Forest Practice Act definition of Timberland. 


