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Management Committee Meeting Report
 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  Location:  Resources Building 
January 4, 2011  15th Floor, Room 1506-12  
Time: 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Sacramento, California 
 
Meeting Attendance
Committee Members Doug Piirto (Chair), Pam Giacomini, Tom Walz; Doug Ferrier (Forest Slopes 
Management); Dr. Helge Eng, Dr. Russ Henly, Bill Snyder (Department of Forestry & Fire 
Protection); Lorna Dobrovolny (Department of Fish & Game); Frank Mulhair (California Licensed 
Foresters Association); Charles Greenlaw, Dan Weldon (Alliance 4 Family Forests); Addie 
Jacobson, Susan Robinson (Ebbetts Pass Forest Watch); Gary Rynearson (Green Diamond 
Resource Company); Richard Gienger (Humboldt Watershed Council); Justin Augustine (Center 
for Biological Diversity); Jim Little (Registered Professional Forester). 
 

~ Items Appear in the order in which they were discussed by the Committee ~ 
 
Update on Status of Jackson Demonstration State Forest Advisory Group
At the request of Chairman Piirto, Assistant Deputy Director, Dr. Russ Henly provided a brief 
update on the status of the Advisory Group’s work to date. Dr. Henly reported that a complete 
draft of the Group’s final report has been produced and will be given a final review at the 
Group’s meeting later in the week. The Group expects to provide the Board with its final 
approved report and recommendations by January 15, 2011. The Group’s Chairman, Dr. John 
Helms and subcommittee Chairpersons will then present the report and recommendations to the 
full Board at the February 2011 meeting [Note: the Board expects to conduct a one-day 
meeting in Sacramento on February 1 and will hear the Advisory Group’s report at that 
time]. 
  
Agenda Item #1: Presentation of Draft Board Policy Statement Regarding Cal Fire 
Implementation of AB 2351. 
Staff introduced the topic and reviewed the proposed draft policy statement language for the 
Committee. The language is intended to recognize the Department’s authorization to collect 
recreational user fees on State Demonstration Forests as provided by statute changes resulting 
from Assembly Bill 2351. The proposed new policy language would be added to the Board’s 
existing “Policies for Recreation on State Forests” as Item “G” under Section 0351.5. Following 
the Department’s expression of support for the new language, Member Walz made a motion for 
a Committee recommendation in support of full Board adoption of the Board Policy Statement 
and Member Giacomini seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
FULL BOARD ACTION ITEM #1: 

  

The Committee recommends that the full Board adopt without further modification the 
proposed Policy Statement in support of recreational user fee collection on State 
Forests.   

 
 
 



Agenda Item #2: Status Report on Draft Soquel Demonstration State Forest Management 
Plan Update and Reconstitution of the Soquel Advisory Committee. 
Staff reported that appointments to the Advisory Committee have not yet been made. Further 
work on the Management Plan update has therefore been delayed. The Forest will continue to 
be managed under the existing approved Management Plan pursuant to Board direction until 
such time as an updated Plan has been developed and approved by the Board.   
 
Agenda Item #3: Continuing Discussion of Modified Timber Harvesting Plan (MTHP) 
Regulatory Proposal for Permitting of Fuel Hazard Reduction Projects. 
Staff provided a summary of the Committee’s work on this topic, noting that the regulatory 
proposal has been under review almost continuously for nearly three years. Staff went on to 
review the language additions to the rule plead and Initial Statement of Reasons (ISOR) for the 
benefit of meeting participants. The findings of the fire behavior simulations report prepared by 
Jeff Leddy of CAL FIRE as well as the California Wildlife Habitat Relationships System modeling 
report prepared by Bob Motroni of CAL FIRE and Lorna Dobrovolny of the Department of Fish & 
Game have been incorporated into the proposed rule documents. As the latter report was 
completed in late December 2010, the Committee spent time reviewing the analysis and 
findings contained therein.  
 
Following discussion and several minor edits to the ISOR and rule plead language, Member 
Walz moved that the Committee recommend full Board approval of the circulation of a 45-day 
Notice of Rulemaking to commence formal public review and comment on the proposal. 
Member Giacomini seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 
 
FULL BOARD ACTION ITEM #2: 

 

The Committee recommends that the Board approve a 45-day Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking for the “Modified Timber Harvesting Plan for Fuel Hazard Reduction” 
regulatory proposal.  

 
Agenda Item #4: New and Unfinished Business. 
 

a. SYP Renewal Update – deferred. 
b. February 2011 Agenda Items and Review of 2011 Committee Priorities 
The Committee reviewed the draft 2011 Priorities Report and directed staff to coordinate 
with the Board’s Executive Officer on further adjustments to the Committee’s workload. 
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required to approve 
m

anagem
ent plans. 
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the silvicultural 
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D
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P
olicy 

C
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m
ittee 
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R

 review
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2009.  

P
ossible regulatory 

proposal w
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O
R

 
and rule plead 
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P
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R
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oard M
eeting. 

 W
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m
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ate: 

• 
R

oad M
anagem

ent Plan, 2007 – R
egulatory proposal drafted in C

om
m

ittee and adopted by B
oard in M

ay 2007 to becom
e 

effective January 1, 2008. 
 • 

Staff R
eport on U

se and O
verall U

tility of PTEIR
/PTH

P – P
ow

erP
oint presentation and testim

ony from
 regulated public and 

agencies com
pleted N

ovem
ber 2006. 

 
• 

PTEIR
 M

em
orandum

 – M
em

orandum
 drafted by C

om
m

ittee and endorsed by B
oard. D

istributed to A
gency heads and other 

interested parties in February 2007 and currently posted on the B
oard’s w

ebsite.  
 

• 
Fuel H

azard R
eduction Perm

it O
ptions Table – Table authorized by B

oard for distribution to R
P

Fs and other interested 
parties at N

ovem
ber 2007 M

eeting. The table w
as dissem

inated to all R
P

Fs and other interested parties in August 2008. 
 

• 
SYP R

egulation R
eview

 – S
taff P

ow
erP

oint presentation and initial testim
ony from

 regulated public and agencies com
pleted 

at M
arch 2008 C

om
m

ittee M
eeting. C

ollins P
ine and B

eaty &
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ssociates hosted S
Y

P
 W

orkshop July 10, 2008. The w
orkshop 

included participation of representatives from
 state agencies and the regulated public. 

 
• 

SYP R
enew

al, 2009 R
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ade final adoption of the regulatory proposal at the A
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m

eeting. The rule change becam
e effective on January 1, 2010. 
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• 
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dvisory G
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harter – C
om

m
ittee endorsed D

epartm
ent’s revised draft C

harter and recom
m

ended B
oard 

adoption. B
oard subsequently adopted C

harter. 
 

• 
LaTour D

em
onstration State Forest M

anagem
ent Plan U

pdate – w
ith great assistance of the D

epartm
ent’s D

em
onstration 

Forest P
rogram

 M
anager, H

elge E
ng, LaTour Forest M

anager, B
ruce B

eck, and S
hasta-Trinity U

nit C
hief, M

ike C
huchel, the 

C
om

m
ittee facilitated public review

 of the proposed m
anagem

ent plan update. This included recom
m

ending and review
ing 

the D
epartm

ent’s production of an Initial S
tudy/M

itigated N
egative D

eclaration, and M
itigation M

onitoring and R
eporting 

P
rogram

. The B
oard circulated these docum

ents for 30-day public review
 and com

m
ent. The B

oard then adopted them
 during 

the A
ugust 2008 m

eeting and approved the P
lan U

pdate. M
anagem

ent under the updated m
anagem

ent plan m
ay now

 
proceed. 

 
• 

B
oggs M

ountain D
em

onstration State Forest M
anagem

ent Plan U
pdate - w

ith great assistance of the D
epartm

ent’s 
D

em
onstration Forest P
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 M

anager, H
elge E

ng, B
oggs M

ountain Forest M
anager, W

ayne C
onnor, and A

ssistant Forest 
M

anager, K
im

berley S
one, the C

om
m

ittee facilitated public review
 of the proposed m

anagem
ent plan update. This included 

recom
m

ending and review
ing the D

epartm
ent’s production of an Initial S

tudy/M
itigated N

egative D
eclaration, and M

itigation 
M

onitoring and R
eporting P

rogram
. The B

oard circulated these docum
ents for 30-day public review

 and com
m

ent. The B
oard 

then adopted them
 during the N

ovem
ber 2008 m

eeting and approved the P
lan U

pdate. M
anagem

ent under the updated 
m

anagem
ent plan m

ay now
 proceed.  

 
• 

M
ountain H

om
e D

em
onstration State Forest M

anagem
ent Plan U

pdate - w
ith great assistance of the D

epartm
ent’s 

D
em

onstration Forest P
rogram

 M
anager, H

elge E
ng, and M

ountain H
om

e Forest M
anager, Jim

 K
ral, the C

om
m

ittee 
facilitated public review

 of the proposed m
anagem

ent plan update. This included recom
m

ending and review
ing the 

D
epartm

ent’s production of an Initial S
tudy/M

itigated N
egative D

eclaration, and M
itigation M

onitoring and R
eporting P

rogram
. 

The B
oard circulated these docum

ents for 30-day public review
 and com

m
ent. The B

oard then adopted them
 during the 

M
arch 2010 m

eeting and approved the P
lan U

pdate. M
anagem

ent under the updated m
anagem

ent plan m
ay now

 proceed. 
 

• 
A

uthorization of Jackson A
dvisory G

roup W
ork Plan – the C

om
m

ittee received a presentation by JA
G

 C
hair, John H

elm
s 

on the proposed w
ork plan and recom

m
ended full B

oard authorization. The B
oard subsequently authorized, jointly w

ith the 
D

irector, the JA
G

 W
ork P

lan. 
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• 
D

epartm
ent of Forestry and Fire Protection - Electronic Posting of Tim

ber H
arvesting D

ocum
ents –D

eputy D
irector, 

B
ill S

nyder gave a presentation on the status and success of the S
anta R

osa Forest P
ractice R

eview
 office’s pilot electronic 

docum
ent posting program

. A
t the conclusion of the presentation, D

eputy D
irector S

nyder reported that electronic posting of 
tim

ber harvesting docum
ents had com

m
enced at its R

edding and Fresno Forest P
ractice R

eview
 offices.  

 
• 

Em
ergency N

otice Effective Period Extension, 2009 – The B
oard adopted the Final S

tatem
ent of R

easons, response to 
com

m
ents and rule plead language at the S

eptem
ber 2009 m

eeting. The regulation becam
e effective on January 1, 2010. 

 
• 

Forest Im
provem

ent Program
, U

rban Forestry, C
haparral M

anagem
ent R

egulatory U
pdates, 2009 – The B

oard m
ade a 

final adoption of the non-forest practice regulatory proposal at their A
ugust 2009 m

eeting. B
ecause they w

ere not Forest 
P

ractice R
ule changes, the regulatory changes becam

e effective upon review
 and certification by the O

ffice of A
dm

inistrative 
Law

 (O
A

L).  
 

• 
PTEIR

 G
uidance D

ocum
ent – Follow

ing final C
om

m
ittee review

 at the N
ovem

ber 2009 m
eeting, the B

oard unanim
ously 

authorized distribution of the P
TE

IR
 G

uidance docum
ent developed by A

llen R
obertson, D

eputy C
hief for C

al Fire 
E

nvironm
ental P

rotection P
rogram

. 
 

• 
B

oard R
esolution of Support for Parcel Transfer betw

een M
endocino Solid W

aste M
anagem

ent A
uthority, State 

Parks, and JD
SF to accom

m
odate new

 construction of a solid w
aste transfer facility – C

om
m

ittee undertook review
 of 

proposal over several m
eeting culm

inating w
ith presentations by M

ichael S
w

eeney, M
anager of M

S
W

M
A

, at A
pril 2010 

C
om

m
ittee and full B

oard m
eetings. W

ith C
om

m
ittee recom

m
endation, the B

oard voted unanim
ously to offer its resolution of 

support. 
 

• 
D

raft M
odified Tim

ber H
arvesting Plan for Fuel H

azard R
eduction R

egulatory Proposal – C
om

m
ittee com

pleted nearly 
three years of w

ork on the regulatory proposal at January 4, 2011 C
om

m
ittee m

eeting. C
om

m
ittee to recom

m
end full B

oard 
approval of a 45-day N

otice of P
roposed R

ulem
aking at the January 5, 2011 B

oard M
eeting. 
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