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EMC Timeline 

 

 
● MSG Effectiveness Monitoring Proposal July 20th, 2009 

 

 

● Charter – Management Committee  February 1st, 2013 

 

 

● Charter - Full Board Approval   August 12th, 2013 

 

 

● EMC members selected and approved  August 27th, 2014 

 

 

● EMC- 1st meeting    October 2nd ,2014 

 

 

● Draft Strategic Plan to Board for review  October 1st, 2015 
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Board Review and Guidance 

 

 
● Does the Strategic Plan reflect the direction provided in the Charter, Board 

committees, and agency and public comment? 

 

 

● Have we achieved an appropriate open and transparent process? 

 

 

● Does the “Road Map” provide an appropriate 

 decision space or playing field?  Is it too broad 

 or too prescriptive? 

 

 

● Was the review and prioritization of monitoring  

 questions appropriate? 

 

 

● Does the plan going forward  meet expectations? 
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EMC Strategic Plan Development 

 
 

● Open and  

         Transparent 

 

 

● Committee 

 Members 

 

 

● Staff 

 Support 

 

 

● Public 

 Contributions 
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EMC Strategic Plan Development 
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EMC Strategic Plan Development 
 

● Charter - Goals and Objectives 

 

● Annual Reporting and review by the Board 

 

● Personnel and Funding (Section 1.4) 

 

● Collaborative scientific atmosphere that  

 builds mutual understanding and trust  

 of scientific results.  
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Development of Critical Monitoring Question   

 
           Monitoring Priorities 

 

 

● Board 

 

● CDFW 

 

● Water Boards 

 

● CGS 

 

● CALFIRE 

 

● USFS 

 

● NOAA/NMFS 

 

● Public 
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Cumulative Effects:  Example 

 
      Step 1 Monitor causal  

     linkages between FPRs and  

     associated regulations and the 

     resource of concern at  

     relatively small spatial and  

     temporal scales. 

      (Project or THP scale) 

       

 

         Critical Question Theme 

          WLPZ Canopy Closure 

       

              Rule or Regulation 

         14 CCR § 916 [936, 956] 

 

         Critical Monitoring Question 

          is maintaining or restoring  

              water temperatures? 

  

Farber and Whitaker 2010 
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Cumulative Effects:  Example 

 
      Step 1 Monitor causal  

     linkages between FPRs and  

     associated regulations and the 

     resource of concern at  

     relatively small spatial and  

     temporal scales. 

      (Project or THP scale) 

       

       

 

 

 

      Step 2 Nest the smaller  

     spatial scales studies within 

     larger studies and shorter  

     temporal studies within longer

      studies. 
      

Farber and Whitaker 2010 Farber and Whitaker 2010 
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Issues of temporal and geographic scale: 

 

• Range of variability 

 

• Rare and large events 

 

• Limits of the EMC (example: anadromous fish monitoring) 

 

• Resource benefit 
Van Eck Forest 
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●  Range of Variability 

 

 

●  Rare or Large Event  

 Monitoring 

 

 
 

 
Mill Creek, Scott River 2008 

Chips Fire, Plumas County, 2012 
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Anadromous Fish Monitoring 

 
 

 

French Creek Watershed Advisory Group, Siskiyou County 
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Resource Benefit 

 
 

 

Road Rules 2013 Technical Rule Addendum #5 
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Critical Monitoring Questions 
  



Effectiveness Monitoring Committee 

Critical Monitoring Questions 

 
  Critical Question Theme  EMC Members Priority 

 

1 WLPZ Riparian Function   High 

2 Watercourse Channel Sediment  High 

3 Road and WLPZ Sediment   High 

4 Mass Wasting Sediment   Medium 

5 Fish Habitat    Medium 

6 Wildfire Hazard    High 

7 Wildlife Habitat:  Species and Nest Sites Low 

8 Wildlife Habitat:  Seral Stages  Low 

9 Wildlife Habitat:  Cumulative Impacts  Medium 

10 Wildlife Habitat:  Structures   Low 
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Example:   

Washington State  

CMER 2015 Work Plan 

 
 

● Program Title 

 

● Program Number 

 

● Uncertainty 

 

● Risk 
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Ranking Method for Monitoring Projects (Appendix F) 

 
 

● Critical Question 

 

● Scientific Uncertainty 

 

● Geographic Application 

 

● Collaboration and Feasibility 
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Adaptive Management  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Policy Formation 
and Implementation 

(Board) 

Policy or Rule 
Modification 

(Board) 

Monitoring Results 
And Evaluation 

(EMC) 

Monitoring Design 
and 

Implementation 
(EMC) 

 

Critical Scientific 
Question and 

Monitoring Plan 
(EMC & Board) 
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EMC Going Forward 

 

 
● Finalize Strategic Plan 

 

 

● Review and rank proposed monitoring projects 

 

 

● Solicit monitoring projects, 

 if necessary 

 

 

● Seek collaborators and resources 

 to implement monitoring 

 

 

● Annual Report and update  

 of Strategic Plan to the Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Sue Hilton, V-Star sampling, French Creek, Circa 1996 
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Board Review and Guidance 

 

 
● Does the Strategic Plan reflect the direction provided? 

 

 

● Achieved an appropriate open and transparent process? 

 

 

● Does the “Road Map” provide an appropriate 

 decision space or playing field?  

 

 

● Prioritization of monitoring questions  

 appropriate? 

 

 

● Plan going forward meet expectations? 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



Effectiveness Monitoring Committee 

Board of Forestry and Fire Protection,  1996 Review of French Creek Watershed 


