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Purpose and Background: The State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection (Board) is required to
review and make recommendations for the safety element of general plan updates in accordance with
Government Code (GC) 65302.5. The review and recommendations apply to those general plans
with State Responsibility Area (SRA) (Public Resources Code (PRC) 4125) or Very High Fire Hazard
Severity Zone Local Responsibility Area (VHFHSZ LRA) (GC 51177(i), PRC 4125).

The statutory requirements for the Board review and recommendations pursuant to GC 65302.5
(@)(1) and (2), and (b) are as follows:

e “The draft elements...to the fire safety element of a county’s or a city’s general
plan...shall be submitted to the Board at least 90 days prior to... the adoption or
amendment to the safety element of its general plan [for each county or city with SRA or
VHFHSZ].”

e “The Board shall... review the draft or an existing safety element and report its written
recommendations to the planning agency within 60 days of its receipt of the draft or
existing safety element....”

e “Prior to adoption of the draft element..., the Board of Supervisors... shall consider the
recommendations made by the Board... If the Board of Supervisors...determines not to
accept all or some of the recommendations..., the Board of Supervisors... shall
communicate in writing to the Board its reasons for not accepting the
recommendations.”

Methodology for Review and Recommendations: The Board established a standardized method
to review the safety element of general plans. The methodology includes 1) examining the safety
element for inclusion of factors that are important for mitigation of wildfire hazard and risks, and 2)
making recommendations related to these factors. The evaluation factors and recommendations
below were developed using CAL FIRE technical documents and input from local fire departments.

Enclosed is the most expansive set of recommendations suggested by the Board, known as a Tier 1
Assessment. These recommendations are directed at communities that include:

e Overall high population densities; or

e High proportion of SRA or 20% or more of a city’s acreage is VHFHSZ LRA; or

e Population centers in or adjacent to VHFHSZ SRA, if there is no designated VHFHSZ LRA in
the county; or

e Within the context of neighboring jurisdictions, the location of VHFHSZ in the jurisdiction creates
an overall picture of contiguous fuels that threaten population or economic centers.

As local fuels, boundaries, populations, and other variables change throughout time, Board staff have
the discretion to re-assign a jurisdiction into a lower or higher assessment tier. Staff will consider:

e Variations in population and population density; or
e Changes in proportion of land designated VHFHSZ (lower or higher); or
e Firefighting capabilities (paid, volunteer, equipment, etc) and contract changes; or



e Past planning efforts and involvement of organizations such as local Fire Safe Councils and
new initiatives or efforts that have emerged over time; or
e Changes to the context of VHFHSZ within the region — does the VHFHSZ in a jurisdiction
combine with neighboring fuels to create a continual pattern of very high fire risk in a way that it
hadn’t previously?

A full list of communities to be evaluated under Tier 1 are listed below.

Counties (alphabetical)

Alameda Glenn Monterey San Diego Solano
Alpine Humboldt Napa San Joaquin Sonoma
Amador Kern Nevada San Luis Obispo Stanislaus
Butte Lake Orange San Mateo Tehama
Calaveras Lassen Placer Santa Barbara Trinity
Alameda Los Angeles Plumas Santa Clara Tulare
Alpine Madera Riverside Santa Cruz Tuolumne
Contra Costa Marin Sacramento Shasta Ventura
Del Norte Mariposa San Benito Sierra Yolo
El Dorado Mendocino San Bernardino Siskiyou Yuba
Fresno
Cities (alphabetical by county)
Alameda Los Angeles con’t Napa Riverside con’t San Mateo
|Oakland Glendale |calistoga Lake Elsinore Hillsborough
Butte Glendora Nevada Murrieta San Carlos
|Paradise Hidden Hills Calistoga San Bernardino Woodside
Contra Costa Irwindale Grass Valley Big Bear Lake Santa Barbara
El Cerrito La Canada Flintridge | |Nevada City Colton |Santa Barbara
Lafayette La Habra Heights Truckee Grand Terrace Santa Clara
Orinda La Verne Orange Highland Los Gatos
Richmond Los Angeles Aliso Viejo Loma Linda Monte Sereno
El Dorado Malibu Anaheim Rancho Cucamonga Saratoga
Placerville Monrovia Brea Redlands Shasta
South Lake Tahoe Palmdale Laguna Beach San Bernardino Redding
Lake Palos Verdes Estates| |Laguna Niguel Yucaipa Shasta Lake
Clearlake Pasadena Lake Forest San Diego Siskiyou
Los Angeles Rancho Palos Verdes Newport Beach Encinitas Dunsmuir
Agoura Hills Rolling Hills Rancho Santa Margarita| |[Escondido Fort Jones
Avalon Rolling Hills Estates | |San Clemente Poway Mount Shasta
Azusa San Dimas Yorba Linda San Diego Weed
Beverly Hills Santa Clarita Placer San Marcos Tuolumne
Bradbury Sierra Madre |Co|fax Santee Sonora
Burbank Westlake Village Plumas San Luis Obispo Ventura
Calabasas Whittier |Porto|a Atascadero Moorpark
Claremont Marin Riverside Pismo Beach Ojai
Diamond Bar |Mi|| Valley Banning San Mateo Simi Valley
Duarte Monterey Beaumont Belmont Thousand Oaks
|carmel Calimesa Half Moon Bay




Review Process and Timeline

The county/local jurisdiction and CAL
FIRE Land Use Planning staff will receive
and review technical guidance
documents, the Board assessment, and
relevant information from CAL FIRE and
the Governor's Office of Planning and

Research.

The county or local jurisdiction will work
closely with CAL FIRE Land Use Planning
staff during the development of the general
plan and the safety element in particular.

!

At least 90 days prior to the adoption or
amendment of the General Plan: The
county or local jurisdiction will submit the
safety element to the Board of Forestry & Fire
Protection for review. Jurisdictions are
encouraged to send safety elements to the
Board prior to the 90 day statutory
requirement for greater collaboration.

!

No more than 60 days later: The Board will
consider staff recommendations and
approve as-is or with changes at the next
Board meeting. This deadline may be
modified upon mutual agreement between
Board staff and local jurisdictions.




Tier 1 General Plan Safety Element
Recommendations

Please click on the appropriate box to “check” whether the plan satisfies each point. Standard recommendations
are included in the checklist but please highlight or add additional comments as necessary.

Mariposa Co. MMU

Mariposa Kevin Lindo Nancy Koerperich 1/27/16

1.0 Wildfire Protection Planning

1.1 General Plan references and incorporates County or Unit Fire Plan. XYes [1Partial [INo
Recommendation: Identify, reference or create (if necessary) a fire plan for the geographic
scope of the General Plan. General Plan should incorporate the general concepts and
standards from any county fire plan, fire protection agency (federal or state) fire plan, and local
hazard mitigation plan. Identify or reference the local Unit Fire Plan and, if applicable, the
Community Wildfire Prevention Plan.
Priority: [JHigh [J Medium [ Low XIN/A
Recommendation: Ensure fire plans incorporated by reference into the General Plan contain
evaluations of fire hazards, assessment of assets at risk, prioritization of hazard mitigation
actions, and implementation and monitoring components.
Priority: [lHigh [ Medium [ Low XIN/A

2.0 Land Use Planning:

2.1 Goals and policies include mitigation of fire hazard for future development. [JYes XlPartial [INo

Recommendation: Establish goals and policies for specific ordinances addressing evacuation
and emergency vehicle access; water supplies and fire flow; fuel modification for defensible
space; and home addressing and signing.

Priority: [lHigh [ Medium [ Low X N/A

Recommendation: Specify the local ordinances, code sections, or regulations addressing the
above standards, particularly any ordinances that address right-of-way, easement, and other
reasonable offsite and onsite improvements for a division of land which qualifies for a Parcel
Map rather than a Tentative/Final Map under the Subdivision Map Act.

Priority: XHigh [ Medium [ Low [LIN/A

Recommendation: Develop fire safe development codes used as standards for fire protection
for new development in State Responsibility Area (SRA) within the entity’s jurisdiction that meet
or exceed statewide standards in Title14 California Code of Regulations Section 1270 et seq.
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Priority: [lHigh [ Medium [ Low XIN/A

Recommendation: Adopt, and have certified by the BOF, local fire safe ordinances which
meet or exceed standards in 14 CCR § 1270 for State Responsibility Area.
Priority: XHigh L1 Medium [ Low LIN/A

Recommendation: Consider mitigation of previously developed areas that do not meet
Title14 California Code of Regulations Section 1270 et seq. or equivalent local ordinance.
Priority: [JHigh [J Medium [ Low XIN/A

2.2 Disclose wildland urban interface hazards, including Fire Hazard Severity Zone designations
and other vulnerable areas as determined by CAL FIRE or fire prevention organizations.
Describe or map any Firewise Communities or other firesafe communities as determined by
the National Fire Protection Association, Fire Safe Council, or other organizations. Xyes [

Partial [INo

Recommendation: Specify whether the entity has a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones
(VHFHSZ) designation pursuant GC 51175 and include a map of the zones that clearly
indicates any area designated VHFHSZ.

Priority: [JHigh [J Medium [ Low XIN/A

Recommendation: Adopt CAL FIRE recommended Fire Hazard Severity Zones including
model ordinances developed by the Office of the State Fire Marshal for establishing VHFHSZ
areas.

Priority: XHigh [ Medium [ Low XIN/A

Recommendation: Discuss and/or include local fire hazard maps.
Priority: [lHigh [ Medium [ Low XIN/A

2.3  The design and location of new development provides for adequate infrastructure for the safe
ingress of emergency response vehicles and simultaneously allows civilian egress during an
emergency: XYes [pPartial [INo

Recommendation: Develop a policy that approval of parcel maps and tentative maps is
conditional based on meeting regulations adopted pursuant to 84290 and 4291 of the Public
Resources Code, particularly those regarding road standards for ingress, egress, and fire
equipment access.

Priority: [JHigh [J Medium [ Low XIN/A

Recommendation: Develop pre-plans for fire prone areas that address civilian evacuations
to temporary safety locations.
Priority: [lHigh [ Medium [ Low XIN/A

2.4  When approving parcel maps and use permits, consideration is given to providing adequate
water supply infrastructure that meets zoning and fire protection needs. XlYes [1Partial [LINo
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Recommendation: Develop a policy that approval of parcel maps is conditional based on
meeting zoning requirements and fire safe development codes.
Priority: [JHigh [J Medium [ Low XIN/A

Additional Land Use Planning Recommendations:
2.1- Recommend specifying local ordinances and code sections that support
implementation of PRC 4290 & 4291.

3.0 Housing/Structures and Neighborhoods:

3.1 Incorporation of current fire safe building codes. XYes [Partial [INo

Recommendation: Adopt building codes for new development in State Responsibility Areas or
incorporated areas with VHFHSZ that are based on those established by the Office of the
State Fire Marshal in Title 19 and Title 24 CCR, referred to as the “Wildland Urban Interface
Building Codes.”

Priority: [JHigh [J Medium [ Low XIN/A

3.2 ldentification and actions for substandard fire safe housing and neighborhoods relative to fire
hazard area. Xyes [Partial CINo

Recommendation: Identify and map existing housing structures that do not conform to
contemporary fire standards in terms of building materials, perimeter access, and vegetative
hazards in VHFHSZ or SRA by fire hazard zone designation.

Priority: [lHigh [ Medium [ Low XIN/A

Recommendation: ldentify plans and actions to improve substandard housing structures and
neighborhoods. Plans and actions should include structural rehabilitation, occupancy
reduction, demolition, reconstruction, neighborhood —wide fuels hazard reduction projects,
community education, and other community based solutions.

Priority: [lHigh [ Medium [ Low XIN/A

Recommendation: Identify plans and actions for existing residential structures and
neighborhoods, and particularly substandard residential structures and neighborhoods, to be
improved to meet current fire safe ordinances pertaining to access, water flow, signing, and
vegetation clearing.

Priority: [lHigh [ Medium [ Low XIN/A

3.3  Consideration of diverse occupancies and their effects on wildfire protection.
[Iyes XPartial LINo

Recommendation: Ensure risks to uniquely occupied structures, such as seasonally
occupied homes, multiple dwelling structures, or other structures with unique occupancy
characteristics, are considered for appropriate and unique wildfire protection needs.
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Priority: [lHigh X Medium [ Low LIN/A

3.4  Fire engineering features for structures in VHFHSZ. XYes [1Partial LINo

Recommendation: Ensure new development proposals contain specific fire protection plans,
actions, and codes for fire engineering features for structures in VHFHSZ. Examples include
codes requiring automatic sprinklers in VHFHSZ.

Priority: [lHigh [ Medium [ Low XIN/A

Additional Housing/Structures and Neighborhoods Recommendations:

3.1- Intent has been met; however recommend providing a link or reference to applicable
Building Codes.

3.4- Intent has been met; however recommend specifying local ordinances and code
sections that support fire engineering features for structures in VHFHSZ.

4.0 Conservation and Open Space:

4.1 Identification of critical natural resource values relative to fire hazard areas. [Yes [1Partial XINo

Recommendation: Identify critical natural resources and other “open space” values within the
geographic scope of the General Plan.
Priority: XHigh [ Medium [ Low LIN/A

4.2 Inclusion of resource management activities to enhance protection of open space and natural
resource values. XyYes [Partial LINo

Recommendation: Develop plans and action items for vegetation management that provides
fire damage mitigation and protection of open space values. Plans should address protection
of natural resource financial values, establishment of fire resilient natural resources, protection
of watershed qualities, and protection of endangered species habitats. Actions should
consider prescribed burning, fuel breaks, and vegetation thinning and removal

Priority: [lHigh [ Medium [ Low XIN/A

Recommendation: Establish goals and policies for reducing the wildland fire hazards within
the entity’s boundaries, especially on vacant residential lots and greenbelts and, with the
relevant partners, on adjacent private wildlands or federal lands with fire hazards that threaten
the entity’s jurisdiction.

Priority: [lHigh [ Medium [ Low XIN/A

4.3 Integration of open space into fire safety effectiveness. XYes LlPartial [LINo

Recommendation: Establish goals and policies for incorporating systematic fire protection
improvements for open space. Specifics policies should address facilitation of safe fire
suppression tactics, standards for adequate access for firefighting, fire mitigation planning with
agencies/private landowners managing open space adjacent to the GP area, water sources for
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fire suppression, and other fire prevention and suppression needs.
Priority: [JHigh [J Medium [ Low XIN/A

4.4  Urban forestry plans relative to fire protection. [1yes [Partial XINo

Recommendation: Ensure residential areas have appropriate fire resistant landscapes and
discontinuous vegetation adjacent to open space or wildland areas.
Priority: [lHigh [ Medium [ Low XIN/A

Recommendation: Evaluate and resolve existing laws and local ordinances which conflict with
fire protection requirements. Examples include conflicts with vegetation hazard reduction
ordinances and listed species habitat protection requirements.

Priority: [JHigh [J Medium [ Low XIN/A

4.5 Mitigation for unique pest, disease and other forest health issues leading to hazardous
situations. [Jyes X Partial CINo

Recommendation: Establish goals and policies that address unique pest, disease, exotic
species and other forest health issues in open space areas for purposes of reducing fire hazard
and supporting ecological integrity.

Priority: XHigh [ Medium [ Low LIN/A

Additional Conservation and Open Space Recommendations:
4.4- Non applicable

4.5- Recommend providing goals, policies and implementation measures that address
the growing tree mortality issues.

50 Circulation and Access:

5.1 Adequate access to high hazard wildland/open space areas. XYes [IPartial [LINo

Recommendation: Establish goals and policies for adequate access in Very High Fire
Hazard Severity Zones that meet or exceed standards in Title 14 CCR 1270 for lands with no
structures, and maintain conditions of access in a suitable fashion for suppression access or
public evacuation.

Priority: [lHigh [ Medium [ Low XIN/A

5.2  Standards for evacuation of residential areas in high hazard areas. X Yes [IPartial [LINo

Recommendation: Goals and policies should be established to delineate residential
evacuation routes and evacuation plans in high or very high fire hazard residential areas.

Board of Forestry Safety Element Assessment Tier 1 Page 5 of 10



Priority: [lHigh [ Medium [ Low XIN/A

5.3 Incorporate a policy that provides for a fuel maintenance program along roadways in the
agency having jurisdiction. XYes [1Partial LINo

Recommendation: Develop an adaptive vegetation management plan that considers fuels,
topography, weather (prevailing winds and wind event specific to the area), fire ignitions and
fire history.

Priority: [JHigh [J Medium [ Low XIN/A

5.4 Adequacy of existing and future transportation system to incorporate fire infrastructure
elements. [Jyes XpPartial CINo

Recommendation: Establish goals and policies for proposed and existing transportation
systems to facilitate fire infrastructure elements such as turnouts, helispots and safety zones.
Priority: [lHigh X Medium [ Low LIN/A

Additional Circulation and Access Recommendations:

5.4- Recommend including existing transportation systems.

6.0 Defensible Space

6.1 Develop geographic specific fire risk reduction mitigation measures using fuel modification.
XYes [Partial LINo

Recommendation: Include policies and recommendations that incorporate fire safe buffers and
greenbelts as part of the development planning. Ensure that land uses designated near very
fire hazard severity zones are compatible with wildland fire protection strategies/capabilities.
Priority: [JHigh [J Medium [ Low XIN/A

6.2 Fuel modification around homes. [lYes X Partial LINo

Recommendation: Establish ordinances in SRA or VHFHSZ for vegetation fire hazard
reduction around structures that meet or exceed the Board of Forestry and Fire Protection's
Defensible Space Guidelines for SRA and the Very High Fire Hazard severity zones, including
vacant lots.

See http://lwww.bof.fire.ca.gov/pdfs/Copyof4291finalguidelines9 29 06.pdf

Priority: XHigh [ Medium [ Low [LIN/A

Recommendation: Reduce fuel around communities and subdivisions, considering fuels,
topography, weather (prevailing winds and wind event specific to the area), fire ignitions and fire
history.

Priority: [JHigh [J Medium [ Low XIN/A
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6.3  Fire suppression defense zones. XYes [IPartial LINo

Recommendation: Establish goals and policies that create wildfire defense zones for
emergency services, including fuel breaks or other staging areas where WUI firefighting tactics
could be most effectively deployed.

Priority: [JHigh [J Medium [ Low XIN/A

Additional Defensible Space Recommendations:

6.2- Recommend to include vacant lots into existing policies for fire hazard reduction.

7.0 Emergency Services:

7.1 Map/describe existing emergency service facilities and areas lacking services, specifically noting
any areas in SRA or VHFHSZs. X Yes [1Partial LINo

Recommendation: Include descriptions of emergency services including available equipment,
personnel, and maps of facility locations.
Priority: [JHigh [J Medium [ Low XIN/A

Recommendation: Initiate studies and analyses to identify appropriate staffing levels and
equipment needs commensurate with the current and projected emergency response
environment.

Priority: [lHigh [ Medium [ Low XIN/A

7.2 Assessment and projection of future emergency service needs. XlYes [IPartial [INo

Recommendation: Ensure new development includes appropriate facilities, equipment,
personnel and capacity to assist and support wildfire suppression emergency service needs.
Future emergency service needs should be:

e Established consistent with state or national standards.

e Developed based on criteria for determining suppression resource allocation that
includes elements such as identified values and assets at risk, ignition density,
vegetation type and condition, as well as local weather and topography.

o Local Agency Formation municipal services reviews for evaluating level of service,
response times, equipment condition levels and other relevant emergency service
information.

Priority: [JHigh [J Medium [ Low XIN/A

7.3 Adequacy of training. Xlyes [1Partial [INo
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7.4

8.0

8.1

8.2

8.3

Recommendation: Establish goals and policies for emergency service training that meets or
exceeds state or national standards.
Priority: [lHigh [ Medium [ Low XIN/A

Inter-fire service coordination preparedness/mutual aid and multi-jurisdictional fire service
agreements. Xyes [Jpartial CINo

Recommendation: Adopt the Standardized Emergency Management System for responding to
large scale disasters requiring a multi-agency response. Ensure and review mutual
aid/automatic aid and other cooperative agreements with adjoining emergency service providers.
Priority: [lHigh [ Medium [ Low XIN/A

Additional Emergency Services Recommendations:

Post Fire Safety, Recovery and Maintenance:
The post fire recommendations address an opportunity for the community and landowners to re-

evaluate land uses and practices that affect future wildfire hazards and risk. They also provide
for immediate post-fire life and safety considerations to mitigate potential losses to life, human
assets and critical natural resources.

Evaluation of redevelopment. [lyes [1Partial XINo

Recommendation: In High and Very hazardous areas, ensure redevelopment utilizes state of
the art fire resistant building and development standards to improve past ‘substandard” fire safe
conditions.

Priority: XHigh [ Medium [ Low LIN/A

Long term maintenance of fire hazard reduction mitigation projects. [1yes [Partial XINo

Recommendation: Provide polices and goals for maintenance of the post-fire-recovery
projects, activities, or infrastructure.
Priority: XHigh L1 Medium [ Low LIN/A

Revaluate hazardous conditions and provide for future fire safe conditions. [yes [1Partial XINo

Recommendation: Incorporate goals and policies that provide for reassessment of fire hazards
following wildfire events. Adjust fire prevention and suppression needs for both short and long
term fire protection.

Priority: XHigh L1 Medium [ Low LIN/A

Recommendation: Develop burn area recovery plans that incorporate strategic fire safe
measures developed during the fire suppression, such as access roads, fire lines, safety zones,
and fuelbreaks, and helispots.

Priority: [lHigh X Medium [ Low LIN/A

Board of Forestry Safety Element Assessment Tier 1 Page 8 of 10



8.4 Post fire life and safety assessments. [lYes [IPartial XINo

Recommendation: Develop frameworks for rapid post-fire assessment and project
implementation to minimize flooding, protect water quality, limit sediment flows and reduce other
risks on all land ownerships impacted by wildland fire.

Priority: XHigh [ Medium [ Low LIN/A

Recommendation: Identity flood and landslide vulnerability areas related to post wildfire
conditions.
Priority: XHigh L1 Medium [ Low LIN/A

Recommendation: Establish goals and policies that address the intersection of flood
/landslide/post fire burn areas into long term public safety protection plans. These should include
treatment assessment of fire related flood risk to life, methods to control storm runoff in burn
areas, revegetation of burn areas, and drainage crossing maintenance.

Priority: XHigh [ Medium [ Low LIN/A

Recommendation: Encourage rapid post-fire assessment, as appropriate, and project
implementation to minimize flooding, protect water quality, limit sediment flows and reduce other
risks on all land ownerships impacted by wildland fire.

Priority: XHigh [ Medium [ Low LIN/A

8.5 Restore sustainable landscapes and restore functioning ecosystems. [lyes [1Partial XINo

Recommendation: Develop burn area recovery plans, evaluation processes and
implementation actions that encourage tree and biomass salvage, reforestation activities, create
resilient and sustainable landscapes, and restore functioning ecosystems.

Priority: XHigh [ Medium [ Low [LIN/A

8.6 Incorporate wildlife habitat/endangered species considerations. [Yes [Partial XINo

Recommendation: Establish goals and policies for consideration of wildlife habitat/endangered
species into long term fire area recovery and protection plans, including environmental
protection agreements such as natural community conservation plans.

Priority: [lHigh X Medium [ Low LIN/A

8.7 Native species reintroduction. Llves [IPartial XINo

Recommendation: Incorporate native species habitat needs as part of long term fire protection
and fire restoration plans.
Priority: [lHigh X Medium [ Low LIN/A

Additional Post Fire Safety, Recovery and Maintenance Recommendations:
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9.0 Terrorist and homeland security impacts on wildfire protection:
These recommendations are included to address fire protection needs related to terrorist acts or

other homeland security preparedness and response actions. Both preparedness and incident
response can adversely impact fire protection. Adverse effects include substantially decreasing
emergency resources’ availability, responsiveness and effectiveness by diverting resources,
interrupting communications, or restricting emergency access.

9.1 Emergency response barriers. XYes [IPartial [INo

Recommendation: Identify goals and policies that address vital access routes that if removed
would prevent fire fighter access (bridges, dams, etc.). Develop an alternative emergency
access plan for these areas.

Priority: [lHigh [ Medium [ Low XIN/A

9.2 Prioritizing asset protection from fire when faced with a lack of suppression forces.
[JYes X Partial LINo

Recommendation: Identify and prioritize protection needs for assets at risk in the absence of
response forces.
Priority: [lHigh X Medium [ Low LIN/A

Recommendation: Establish fire defense strategies (such as fire ignition resistant areas) that
provide adequate fire protection without dependency on fire resources (both air and ground) and
could serve as safety zones for the public or emergency support personnel.

Priority: [lHigh [ Medium [ Low XIN/A

9.3 Communication channels during incidents. XYes [IPartial [LINo

Recommendation: Establish goals and policies consistent with the Governor’s Blue Ribbon Fire
Commission of 2005 for communications and interoperability. Example goals and policies
should address fire personnel capability to communicate effectively across multiple frequency
bands and update and expansion of current handheld and mobile radios used on major mutual
aid incidents.

Priority: [lHigh [ Medium [ Low XIN/A
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Proposed amendments to the Safety Element, Chapter 16 of the Mariposa County General Plan
Version 1/13/16 {for Planning Commission public hearing — January 22, 2016)

Attachment 1

From Mariposa County General Plan

(Proposed additions are shown in meze_d_dguhl_eumderlmﬂ type;

Proposed deletions are shown in deuk h type. )

16 Safety

he Safety Element identifies issues and delineates programs related to safety in the County.

16.1 SAFETY ISSUES AND SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Fire, flood, seismic and geologic hazards, winter storms, as well as airport operations and use or transport
of hazardous materials may create hazards for people and property in the County. It is the County’s intent
to reduce the risk of loss of life, injuries, damage to property, and economic and social dislocations from
those hazards to the smallest amount or degree within practical limitations.

1 This paragraph is proposed for alteration by Planning staff to remove reference to the LHMP being an “update” that was shown in
the version the Board reviewed in initiating the amendment. This plan replaces the prior LHMP. Subsequent references to “update”
in the amendment text are also proposed for removal.




Proposed amendments to the Safety Element, Chapter 16 of the Mariposa County General Plan
Version 1/13/16 (for Planning Commaission public hearing - January 22, 2016) * page 2 of 23 |

The Safety Element addresses the safety of people and property in Mariposa County in coordination with
other local, state, fribal and federal agencies. Issues addressed in this Element include:

e fire hazard,

s flood hazard,

e geologic hazards,

o seismic hazards,

e airport safety,

e hazardous materials and hazardous waste -and

¢ emergency management and evacuation plans, and-

. in

16.1.01 FIRE HAZARD

Uncontrolled wildfires damage life, property, and natural resources. The potential risk from wildfire
depends upon the amount of flammable vegetation and other fuel sources in an area, combined with
meteorological and topographic factors, The risk of wildfire is high in a large portion of Mariposa |
County because the County is covered by a combination of grasslands, chaparral, and forests that can
become very flammable during dry weather. The wind and heat from June to September contribute to the
fire danger. Even during the winter months the fire danger persists, because the drying effects of several

2 This paragraph was altered for clarity by Planning staff after Board initiation of amendment.

3 This paragraph, included in the Board’s resolution to initiate the amendment, is proposed for removal by Planning staff. It's content
has been updated and added to the first puragraph on page 1.



Proposed amendments to the Safety Element, Chapter 16 of the Mariposa County General Plan
Version 1/13/16 (for Planning Commission public hearing - January 22, 2016) * page 3 of 23

days of wmd can reduce the water content of brush to a level that makes it susceptible to burmng Varmus

There is a distinction between wildland fires and non-wildland fires involving homes, businesses, and
other improvements. The Mariposa County Fire Department has the responsibility of determining the
threat and mitigation measures needed for non-wildland fires. The California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection (CAL FIREEBE), the USDA Forest Service, the Department of Interior National Park
Service, and Bureau of Land Management have responsibility for wildland fires within their jurisdictions.
The threats, the mitigation, and the approaches are different.

While wildfires are caused by both natural and human means, human error has historically been the cause
of most large fires in Mariposa County. The threat of wildfires is greatest in the central, northeast, and
southeast portions of the County because these areas consist primarily of chaparral and conifer
communities and are prone to high winds, These areas are the most developed in the County (Mariposa
Town and Coulterv1lle are located here) and are where the largest amount of future development is likely




Proposed amendments to the Safety Element, Chapter 16 of the Mariposa County General Plan
Version 1/13/16 (for Planning Commission public hearing - January 22, 2016) * page 4 of 23

According to ireCAL FIRE, Galitire-CAL FIRE and the U.S. Forest Service responded to over 300
wildland fires in Mariposa County from 1950-2011.

The 2002 Standards of Coverage prepared by Mariposa County Fire Department create a system to
increase fire prevention and protection opportunities for property owners. The Standards of Coverage
ensure the County is able to maintain its Insurance Services Office ratings. As the ISO ratings number
decreases (improvement to fire protection services), the cost of property insurance costs also decrease.
Further implementation of the concentric development pattern policies of the General Plan implement the
Standards.

Basically, residential development needs to occur in areas where fire protection can be supplied. The
County has standards of response tlme and coverage for fire protection. There are +4=15 county fire
stations countywide-and-ene station—under—censteuetion; these include Co# 21 Midpines, Co# 22
MPUD Mariposa, Co# 23 Catheys Valley, Co# 24 Don Pedro Co# 25 Mt. Bulllon A1rport Cot#t 26
Coulterville, Co # 27 Mormon Bar, Co# 28 Bridgeport={planning—for—ecensiruetion—2005), Co# 29
Lushmeadows, Co# 31 Greeley Hill, Co# 32 Ponderosa Basin, Co# 33 FlSh Camp, Co# 34 El Portal Co#
36 Hunters Valley, and Co# 37 Bootjack.

To maintain quality fire protection and not lose ISO ratings, development potential is tempered by the
available ISO rating. Communities with hydrant systems are classed as ISO Rural 5 or 6. Outlying rural
areas are classified as ISO Rural 8, 9, or 10. ISO 8 is within the coverage response time of a fire station.
ISO 9 areas have fire protection, but longer response times. Areas rated as ISO 10 are considered
unprotected. Appendix &8 of the General Plan includes the 2005 Mariposa County ISO Rating map. In
2005, the County had an ISO rating of “5.”

From the-EBECAL FIRE's perspective, the ISO ratings assist with determining mitigation for structures,
but the Fire Hazard Preplanning conducted by €BECAL FIRE provides the planning for wildfire.
EBECAL FIRE needs to be able to manage fuel breaks through the wildland-urban interface. When new
subdivisions are created, SBECAL FIRE’s reviews of the pl'Q]GCt can resuIt in mitigation measures

requiring fuel breaks, fire roads, dead en 2 i
Maﬂd other methods of protectmg propcrty from w11d ﬁre Estabhshmg these fire
management features requires long-term maintenance emd—efforts by property owners and CAL FIRE

E€BE. Such requirements are incorporated into the development process.
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16.1.02 FLOOD HAZARD

Flooding and resulting flood hazards to life and property have been relatively rare in Mariposa. Flooding
can cover roads and makes transportation hazardous. Flood hazard areas have been defined by the
Department of Housing and Urban Development in the populated areas of Mariposa, El Portal,
Coulterville, Wawona, and Hornitos.

Floodplains in Mariposa County encompass important resource values. These include natural moderation
of floods; water quality maintenance; groundwater recharge; habitat and food for fish, wildlife and plants;
open space and natural beauty; outdoor education and recreation; and economic value for agriculture,
aquaculture, and forestry. Flooding is increased when obstructions such as sediment, vegetation, and
constructed structures and facilities occur in the floodway.

The major areas of concern for flood hazards in Mariposa County are:

e damage to homes and other structures that already exist in floodplains,
» increasing development pressures within floodplains or along watershed drainage channels,

» erosion along established stream channels and sedimentation of instream channels caused by cut
and fill activities,

s potential development below dams which might be subject to inundation caused by dam failure,
and

e lack of adequate access for emergency equipment during periods of flooding.
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16.1.03 GEOLOGIC HAZARDS

The most common geologlc hazards m Marlposa County are landshdes and rock falls Much of the
C I

lides i n State Route - 7.6 miles west
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response routes (see the dlscusswn of Emergency Management ent and Evacuation Plans below), or damage
structures, such as septic systems, causing them to release pathogens or other hazardous substances to the
environment. The hazard potential is greatest in areas with steep slopes and certain geologic and soil
conditions, such as expansive soils (clay soils that expand when wet). The risk of injury or property
damage increases when houses and roads are constructed in these areas. Human activities may further
increase the risk by removing or disturbing soil-stabilizing vegetation to construct building pads and |
roads.

The Caum‘y addresses old mine shaﬁs vents, and adn‘s when new subdzvzszons are created. Part of the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) process is to identify such hazards and incorporate
appropriate mitigation measures.
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16.1.04  SEISMIC HAZARDS

Historic earthquake activity in Mariposa County has been low. Secondary seismic hazards are listed in

Table 16-1_of this Element; no significant damage related to seismic activity has been recorded.

Nevertheless the Foothills Fault System whlch terminates in mld-County, is selsmleally active._ This
] it i ! 2 te { i Q! ]

Egg g @umed to be Q;S on the Richter magnitude ;@gﬁ The northern portlon of the system produeed
a magnitude 5.7 earthquake near Oroville in 1975. A few days after the Oroville earthquake, a magnitude

4,1 earthquake was centered south of Catheys Valley. This smaller earthquake reportedly caused no
damage.

The Five-County Seismic Safety Study considered Mariposa County only in light of its distance from the
San Andreas Fault to the west and the Owens Valley Fault System to the east. Based on information
known at the time of that study, the major part of Mariposa County was shown in Seismic Zone S-1.
Zone S-1 is described as having general features of hard rock, alluvium on valley floors, and weathered
bedrock in mountain meadows. The zonal characteristics of Seismic Zone S-1 indicate that there is a low
damage potential from generalized ground shaking.

Hazard Damage potential
Landslide Moderate to high
Subsidence/settlement Minimal
Liquefaction Minimal

Seiches Low

Source: Mariposa County, 2005.

Only the mid to eastern portions of Yosemite National Park were shown in Seismic Zones S-2 and S-3,
both of which are subject to more severe primary and secondary hazards due to the area’s proximity to the
Owens Valley Fault Zone.
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LHMP.

16.1.06 AIRPORT SAFETY

The Mariposa-Yosemite Airport, located on Highway 49 North approximately four miles northwest of
Mariposa, is the only public airport in Mariposa County. It serves Mariposa County and the eastern half
of Madera County. It is classified as a General Aviation Basic Utility Airport and has one runway with an
adjacent full-length taxiway. The most common types of aircraft using the airport are single engine fixed-
wing general aviation with some use by twin-engine aircraft and helicopters.

The principal concerns associated with the Mariposa-Yosemite Airport are the safety of the general public
in over flight areas during take-off and landing and noise compatibility. To reduce the safety risk, the
Federal Aviation Administration requires runway protection zones and height limits on structures near
airports. In addition, airport planning boundaries define areas near airports within which safety or noise
restrictions are imposed. Development around the airport must comply with the Mariposa-Yosemite

Airport Comprehensive Land Use Plan_and Airport Overlay Zone regulations (Chapter 17.64, Mariposa
County Code).

Land use compatibility standards have been established by the Mariposa-Yosemite Airport
Comprehensive Land Use Plan to provide consistency with the requirements of the County General Plan
and the Mount Bullion Town Planning Area, within which the airport is located. Land uses have been
classified into three safety zones surrounding the Airport. These safety zones are intended to protect
people from hazards and prevent property damage. They restrict building height and ensure compatible
uses in areas surrounding the airport.

To be consistent with the County standard, a 55-Community Noise Equivalent Level (CNEL) noise
contour has been established extending approximately 3,200 feet east and 5,700 feet west of State
Highway 49. This contour is intended to protect residents from potential harm of excessive noise. There
are 250 acres zoned Mountain Home (MH) located between the 55 and 60 CNEL (between Old Toll Road
and Mt. Bullion Town Planning Area).

Airport safety issues are critical in order to attain the facility’s maximum economic development
potential. Mariposa-Yosemite airport is a major component of the County’s economic diversity
opportunities if its uses are allowed to continue and expand.

16.1.06  NATURALLY-OCCURRING ASBESTOS"

Asbestos is a term used for several types of naturally-occurring fibrous minerals found in many parts of
California. The most common type of asbestos is chrysotile, but other types are also found in California.

4 California Environmental Protection Agency, Air Resources Board, January 2002.
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Serpentine rock often contains chrysotile asbestos. Serpentine rock, and its parent material, ultramafic
rock, is abundant in the Sierra foothills, the Klamath Mountains, and Coast Ranges. Serpentine rock is
typically grayish-green to bluish-black in color and may have a shiny appearance.

Asbestos is commonly found in ultramafic rock, including serpentine, and near fault zones, The amount
of asbestos that is typically present in these rocks range from less than 1% up to about 25%, and
sometimes more. Asbestos is released from ultramafic and serpentine rock when it is broken or crushed.
This can happen when cars drive over unpaved roads or driveways which are surfaced with these rocks,
when land is graded for building purposes, or at quarrying operations. It is also released naturally through
weathering and erosion. Once released from the rock, asbestos can become airborne and may stay in the
air for long periods of time.

All types of asbestos are hazardous and may cause lung disease and cancer. Health risks to people are
dependent upon their exposure to asbestos. The longer a person is exposed to asbestos and the greater the
intensity of the exposure, the greater the chances for a health problem. Asbestos-related disease, such as
lung cancer, may not occur for decades after breathing asbestos fibers. Cigarette smoking increases the
risk of lung cancer from asbestos exposure.

There are many laws pertaining to asbestos. The California Air Resources Board adopted two statewide
control measures which prohibits the use of serpentine or ultramafic rock for unpaved surfacing and
controls dust emissions from construction, grading, and surface mining in areas with these rocks.

16.1.07 HAzZARDOUS MATERIALS AND HAZARDOUS WASTE

Hazardous materials and hazardous waste are a potential hazard to County residents primarily through
upsets or accidental releases to the environment. The risk of exposure increases when hazardous
materials or waste facilities are located near where people live; when facilities are located in areas that
contain other hazards (e.g., floodplains, landslide areas, and wildland fire areas); or when hazardous
materials or waste are transported. For these reasons, the State and Federal governments closely regulate
the storage, handling, and transport of hazardous materials and waste.

mtgmb'_bm:zm The %hmgemeai—Plan is a gmde for
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There are several sites within the County where there have been reported releases of hazardous materials
or wastes to the environment. The most common among these are leaking underground storage tanks
(USTSs) at former or active service stations. The County Health Department has an underground storage
tanks program, which is responsible for ensuring that all USTs meet current state regulations and are
inspected and permitted on an annual basis.

The County has taken steps to reduce the generation of hazardous waste by businesses and homeowners

in the County. Household waste reduction has been addressed through public information and education
about conservation and re-use. There are also bi-annual household hazardous waste collection days that

have yielded positive results and will continue to be implemented.

$ This paragraph was altered for clarity on recommendation of the Health Department after Board initiation of amendment.
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2 Mariposa County has experi erial spills at a fixed location. Based o

16.1.08 EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND EVACUATION
PLANS

Mariposa County manages and coordinates its emergency response activities in conjunction with the
California State Standardized Emergency Management System (SEMS). The State Office of Emergency
Services administers the SEMS, which provides a framework for coordinating multi-agency emergency
response. Among other things, SEMS incorporates mutual aid agreements, establishes lines of
communication during emergencies, and standardizes incident command structures. By participating in
SEMS, Mariposa County is eligible for reimbursement of response costs under disaster assistance

programs.

The Draft Evacuation Plan of Mariposa Countys=whieh is part of the County’s Draft Emergency Plan
(August 2003), which amd=also includes initial response operations, extended response operations asmd
recovery operatlons and provides guidance for field responders for initial response to emcrgencres The

with the American Red Cross. gb thg merican Bgd Cross. Ihc_Elameludes a general response checkhst for the m1t1al response
operations at the field level in order to standardize emergency response procedures. The field response
level is where emergency response personnel and resources, under the command of an appropriate
authority, carry out tactical decisions and activities in direct response to an incident or threat. SEMS
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requires the use of an Incident Command System (ICS) and the Incident Commander to coordinate with
the Emergency Operations Center.

In addition, the Evacuation Plan provides an evacuation procedure including the establishment of
evacuation staging areas. Evacuation is a short-term method to gather evacuees in the case of a fire,
flood, or other disaster. The need for an evacuation shall be determined by an authority having
jurisdiction. Predetermined sites will be used as staging areas for evacuees and citizens seeking
information.

The Evacuation Plan provides for emergency response agencies, such as the Sheriff’s Office, County
Fire/OES, Human Services, Red Cross, and others as appropriate, to set up a public information center at
the sites and continue the operation until the particular incident is under control. If an actual shelter
operation becomes necessary, the Evacuation Plan provides for the Department of Human Services to
request and coordinate the opening of congregate care facilities with the Merced/Mariposa Chapter of the
American Red Cross. The County Department of Human Services Staff would also contact the Salvation
Army and other organizations involved in disaster services.

The Mariposa County Fairgrounds has been determined to be the main shelter site for large-scale
disasters. If that location is utilized by emergency operations, it may not be available for shelter use. In
that instance, other safe locations will need to be found. The Draft Evacuation Plan provides Emergency
Alert System (EAS) Guidelines, which include the procedures from Emergency Communications Areas
{EC Areas) that cover the Mariposa Operational Area. They are intended to standardize the format for
communicating basic information needed by the public in an emergency.

MM&MEM& M@MM@ MM
Agricultural Commissioner, the Mariposa County Health Depgriment, the Mariposa County Planning
Qg% the Lublic W M@f@%

picd

MMMML

the United Stated Forest Service (USFS) Sierra National Forest, the United Stated Forest Service (USFS)
Stanislaus National Forest and the United States Army Corps of Engineers.

The Ail, ains locati I ion re j niy par. all roads in county fregardless of
maintenance) and road names, parcel addresses (if assigned), drainages, named rapids on the Merced
River, landmarks, fire hydrants, structures, locked gates bridges with weight limits, narrow reads,
boundaries of USNPS, USFS and BLM lands and other topographic features. The Atlas also contains.an

table and fer § rmation
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16.1.09 WINTER STORMS

16.1.10  LOCAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN MITIGATION
STRATEGY
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Reduce the possibility o e to other hazards, including wildfire

ower disruplio j 7l
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16.2 GENERAL PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

Goal 16-1: Enforce development standards lessening fire hazard danger.

Policy 16-1a: Non-residential development activity shall be within acceptable fire department
response time limits and coverage areas; or a development project shall provide its
own on-site fire protection facilities and firefighters as approved by the County Fire

Dt:pz;u’tn‘mnt.6
Implementation Measure 16-1a(1): Establish appropriate standards for development projects
wishing to provide alternative, on-site fire protection services.
Timing: Intermediate-term.
Responsibility: Eire Department.
Fiscal Impact: Staff time and preparation costs to develop appropriate fire safety
standards.
Consequences: Alternative means for developers to satisfy firc protection safety,
Policy 16-1b: Establish attainable standards for new subdivisions and development for fire safety.

Implementation Measure 16-1b(1):  Enact amendments to the Mariposa County Code to implement fire
safe standards. The ordinance(s) shall include the following requirements:

e  Minimum construction standards or template (width, grade, and surfacing) for
public roads, private roads, and private driveways sufficient for emergency
vehicles access.

e Requirements for a=connecting and maintaining a circulation system within a
road system using roads connecting through other parcels or developed
secondary routes dedicated for emergency access.

e  Minimum—standards—for emergency water supply standards for firefighting
purposes.

e Standards for siting of flammables.

e Signage and address standards providing easy identification of roads, driveways
and buildings.

6 Russ Marks, Couﬂty Surveyor (Public Works Department) proposes amending the conclud.mg text in Policy 16-1a to read as follows
(deletion shown in dewblemsteiltetirougk type; addition shown in double undedine type “...as approved by the Sounty=hiee
Depastenent local agency fire department” Mr. Marks proposes this because he states that County Fire does not have authority
within MPUD unless asked. Staff finds this is a minor correction to text and is a not a significant departure from the mandate given
by the Board in its resolution to initiate the amendment to the Safety Element. QPTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION:

1, Do not change text a3 recommended by the County Surveyor.

2. Amend text as described above.
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e Site design specifications for buildings in locations of extremely high fire danger.

Timing: Short-term.

Responsibility: Fire Department.

Fiscal Impact: Staff resource cost and possible outside costs for ordinance preparation
and hearing process.

Consequences: Fire protection.

Implementation Measure 16-1b(2): Implement the countywide—SWldfire-

Policy 16-1c:

Community Wildfire Protection Plan, which includes standards for ﬁre preventlon

fuel management, and fire suppression, including but not limited to the following:

#* Requirements for development in areas with high and very high fuel hazards,
including adequate emergency access and water supply; “defensible space”
standards; and the use of fire-resistant exterior construction materials, such as fire

safe roofing and fire-resistant plants.

e Wildland fire management activities such as controlled burning, fuel removal,
vegetation management, and firebreaks.

e Specific fire protection and prevention requirements for hillside, open space, and
rural area development.

e Public wildfire safety education through the Mariposa County Fire Safe Council
(MFSC).

e Standards specific to geographic areas in the County based on fire hazard

potential.
Timing: Intermediate-term.
Responsibility: Fire Department.
Fiscal Impact: Staff resource cost and possible outside costs .
Consequences: Fire protection

All subdivisions and development projects shall conform to adopted fire code and
other fire prevention regulations.

Implementation Measure 16-1c(1): Amend, if necessary, the County Subdivision code to ensure formal

Goal 16-2:

Policy 16-2a:

review of subdivisions by the Fire Agencies.

Timing: Short-term.

Responsibility: Mariposa County Planning Department, Fire Department.

Fiscal Impact: Initial Staff time and ongoing review time; to be incorporated into the
update of Title 17, Zoning.

Consequences: Fire protection.

Utilize the most efficient multi-level fire prevention and protection
system.

Develop and maintain cooperative arrangements with EBE-CAJ FIRE to maximize
the efficient deployment of fire prevention and protection resources.

Implementation Measure 16-2a(1):  Cooperate with L FIRE in providing advice to

landowners on vegetation management programs keeping forest fuel values at
acceptable levels,

Timing: Ongoing,
Responsibility: Fire Department.
Fiscal Impact: Ongoing.

Consequences: Fire protection.
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Policy 16-2b:

Support programs to involve and educate County residents in fire prevention.

Implementation Measure 16-2b(1):  Continue to work with the Mariposa County Fire Safe Council or

Goal 16-3:
Policy 16-3a:

other appropriate agency or group as a major avenue for educating residents and
coordinating citizen efforts in fire prevention,

Timing: Ongoing,

Responsibility: Fire Department.

Fiscal Impact: Staff time and incidental costs.
Consequences: Fire protection.

Sustain adequate fire protection service levels.

Adopt a strategic plan for fire safety.

Implementation Measure 16-3a(1):  Adopt a strategic plan for fire safety incorporating the Standards of

Cover for the Mariposa County Fire Department identifying current and future fire
service areas and standards.

Timing: Short-term.

Responsibility: Fire Department.

Fiscal Impact: Staff time and preparation costs.
Consequences: Fire protection.

Implementation Measure 16-3a(2): The strategic plan shall identify the long term capital

improvements, rolling stock, equipment and supplies, and other major purchase items
needed to maintain and improve fire safety.

Timing: Short-term.

Responsibility: Fire Department.

Fiscal Impact; Staff time and preparation costs.
Consequences: Fire protection.

Implementation Measure 16-3a(3):  The strategic plan shall identify thresholds and capital facility

needs for each of the existing and future service areas.

Timing: Short-term.
Responsibility: Fire Department.
Fiscal Impact: Staff time and preparation costs.
Consequences: Fire protection.
Implementation Measure 16-3a(4): Revise and update the “Standards of Cover” and its service area
maps.
Timing; Short-term.
Responsibility: Fire Department.
Fiscal Impact: Staff time and preparation costs.
Consequences: Fire protection.

Policy 16-3b:

Increase emergency response personnel training opportunities.

Implementation Measure 16-3b(1):  Enable facilities for “heavy” fire suppression helicopter operations

at the Mariposa Yosemite Airport.

Timing: Short-term.

Responsibility: Fire Department and Public Works.

Fiscal Impact: Capital improvement—potential construction costs; ongoing operating
costs,

Consequences: Fire protection.
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Goal 16-4: Reduce the risk of flood loss to preserve property and save lives.

Policy 16-4a: Control development in flood hazard areas.

Policy 16-4b: All new construction in a flood hazard area shall be flood proofed.

Implementation Measure 16-4a and b(1); Adopt a comprehensive County Flood Protection

Ordinance that includes at a minimum the following requirements:
o All structures in flood hazard areas are constructed with materials and equipment
resistant to flood damage.

® All mobile homes shall be anchored by providing over-the-top and frame ties to
ground anchors.

e All new and replacement water systems shall be designed to prevent infiltration
of floodwaters into the system.

¢ On-site sewage disposal systems shall be located to avoid impairment to them or
contamination from them during flooding.

Timing; Short-term.
Responsibility: Mariposa County Planning Department, Public Works Department.
Fiscal Impact: Cost of ordinance preparation.
Consequences: Increased preparation and protection from flood event.
Policy 16-4c: Control development in dam inundation areas.

Implementation Measure 16-4c(1):  The update to Title 17, Mariposa County Code, Zoning shall
include a dam inundation overlay district.

Timing: Intermediate-term.
Responsibility: Mariposa County Planning Department.
Fiscal Impact: Part of the development of updates to Title 17, Mariposa County Code,
Zcening.

Consequences: Increased preparation and protection from flood event.

Goal 16-5: Minimize the impact of floods on the people and businesses of Mariposa
County.

Policy 16-5a: Ensure adequate capacity is maintained in flood plains and drainage channels to
handle flood flows.

Implementation Measure 16-5a(1): Enact an ordinance to require a hydrologic evaluation for
subdivisions and development projects located within flood plains and drainage
channels to ensure potential flood hazard is minimized.

Timing: Short-term.

Responsibility: Public Works Department.

Fiscal Impact: Ordinance development costs.

Consequences: Increased preparation and protection from flood event.

Implementation Measure 16-5a(2):  Subdivision parcel and final maps and building permit site plans
shall provide for on-site detention for normal storm water flows in excess of the
capacity of natural drainage courses receiving runoff from the development.

Timing; Ongoing review standard.
Responsibility: Building Department.
Fiscal Impact: Has the potential to add cost to project review and site development.

Consequences: Minimized flooding impacts from increased development.
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Policy 16-5b: Minimize the loss of access across floodways and in flood hazard areas.

Implementation Measure 16-5b(1): Amend Title 16 of the Mariposa County Code, Subdivisions, to
require subdivision parcels and development projects to provide at least one means of
vehicular access not crossing a flood hazard arca, or be constructed above the
maximum flood elevation.

Timing: Short-term.
Responsibility: Mariposa County Planning Department.
Fiscal Impact: Incorporated into the costs of updating Title 17.
Consequences: Increased preparation and protection from flood event.
Policy 16-5c: Water retention facilities shall be constructed to prevent flooding and to ensure that

pre-development off- and on-site surface flows are maintained with no net increase.

Implementation Measure 16-5¢(1):  Enact an ordinance requiring ponds and facilities for retaining
water to be designed to prevent downstream flooding,.

Timing; Short-term.
Responsibility: Building Department and Director of Public Works.
Fiscal Impact: Ordinance development.
Consequences: Increased preparation and protection from flood event,
Goal 16-6: Preserve the values of floodplains as natural features.
Policy 16-6a: Retain flood plains within project design in such a way as to ensure that no net

change occurs upstream or downstream.

Implementation Measure 16-6a(1): Amend Title 17 of the Mariposa County Code, Zoning, to require
flood and drainage channels to be designed into landscaping plans.

Timing: Short-term.
Responsibility: Mariposa County Planning Department.
Fiscal Impact: Incorporated into the update of Mariposa County Code Title 17.
Consequences: Minimized flooding impacts from increased development.
Implementation Measure 16-6a(2): Land use maps shall maintain low intensity zoning in floodplain
areas.
Timing: Short-term.
Responsibility: Mariposa County Planning Department,
Fiscal Impact: Ongoing.
Consequences: Minimized flooding impacts from increased development.
Goal 16-7: Protect life and property endangered by landslides and rockfalls.
Policy 16-7a: Reduce risk of injury or property damage by landslides and rockfalls,
Policy 16-7b: Avoid development in geologic hazard areas.
Implementation Measure 16-7a and b(1): Site inspections and maps (topographic, soils and

geologic) will be used to identify geologic hazard areas (e.g., landslide-prone areas)
in the County. The maps will be retained and available in the County Planning

Department.

Timing: Ongoing review standard.
Responsibility: Mariposa County Planning Department.
Fiscal Impact: Staff time and administrative costs.

Consequences: Public safety.
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Implementation Measure 16-7a and b(2): The County Building Official will review plans for pew

Goal 16-8:
Policy 16-8a:

construction in geologic hazard areas and will determine whether engineering studies,
including structural and soils analyses, are required prior to issuing permits for
construction in these areas.

Timing: Ongoing review standard.

Responsibility: Mariposa County Planning Department, Building Department.
Fiscal Impact: Staff time and administrative costs.

Consequences: Public safety.

Protect life and property endangered by seismic activity.

Develop and enforce standards to reduce risk of injury or property damage by seismic
activity.

Implementation Measure 16-8a(1): New development projects in or near a seismic risk area (fault

Policy 16-8b:

zone) or geologic hazard area shall be discouraged or designed to such standards as
to minimize or eliminate such risk.

Timing: Ongoing review standard.

Responsibility: Mariposa County Planning Department, Building Department.
Fiscal Impact: Staff time and administrative costs.

Consequences: Public safety.

Avoid seismic dangers for public facility construction.

Implementation Measure 16-8b(1):  Public facilities shall be sited to avoid known selsmlc dangers and

Goal 16-9:

Policy 16-9a:

shall be constructed to meet seismic safety requirements of #he

GedeTitle 24, California Code of Regulations.
Timing: Ongoing review standard.
Responsibility: Building Department.

Fiscal Impact: Staff time and administrative costs.
Consequences: Public safety.

Engineer and locate development in areas not endangered by secondary
seismic effect to protect life and property.

Develop and enforce standards to reduce risk of injury or property damage by
secondary effects of seismic activity.

Implementation Measure 16-9a(l): Review development and subdivision proposals to avoid building

Goal 16-10:

Policy 16-10a:

sites in areas subject to secondary seismic effects.

Timing: Ongoing review standard.
Responsibility: Mariposa County Planning Department,
Fiscal Impact: Staff time and administrative costs.
Consequences: Public safety.

Provide a safe airport environment to ensure its success and expansion.

Implement the Mariposa-Y osemite Airport Comprehensive Land Use Plan.

Implementation Measure 16-10a(1): No land development incompatible with the airport land use plan

shall be permitted in the airport’s area of influence.

Timing; Ongoing review standard.

Responsibility: Mariposa County Planning Department; Planning Commission.
Fiscal Impact: Staff time and administrative costs.
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Consequences: Airport protection.

Goal 16-11: Manage hazardous materials and hazardous waste to prevent
unnecessary exposure and risk.

Policy 16-11a: Maintain the effectiveness of the Comprehensive Hazardous Waste Management
Plan.

Implementation Measure 16-11a(1). Enforce the requirements of the County’s Comprehensive Hazardous
Waste Management Plan.

Timing: Ongoing review standard.
Responsibility: Mariposa County Health Department.
Fiscal Impact: Staff time and administrative costs.
Consequences: Public safety.
Goal 16-12: Minimize risks to people and property during emergencies through pre-
planning.
Policy 16-12a: Coordinate local and State emergency response efforts.

Implementation Measure 16-12a(¢l): Review and update the Mariposa County Emergency Management
Plan every five years.

Timing: Ongoing.
Responsibility: Emergency Services.
Fiscal Impact: Staff time, administrative costs, training costs.
Consequences: Enhanced emergency preparation.
Implementation Measure 16-12a(2); Undertake full operation emergency situation drills and training
periodically.
Timing; Ongoing.
Responsibility: Emergency services.
Fiscal Impact: Creates a mandated program with higher than normal training costs.

Consequences: Enhanced emergency preparation



Mariposa County Health Department Mission Statement

To protect and promote the health, safety, and environment of the community by
preventing and controlling diseases, environmental hazards, injury and disability,
and by educating and promoting healthier lifestyles.
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