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Setting the Stage: Mariposa County June 25, 2015 

 



Let’s look back a year & compare: here’s Sept. 2014. 



Here’s Sept. 2015. Is it really better? 



Initiative 
Metrics & 

Plan Goals 
Status at 10/20/15 

1, Enhanced 

Vegetation Inspection 

and Mitigation 

  

Abate19,000 

trees; clear 

1,425 poles 

Redundant air, ground & LiDAR/Spectral Imagery patrols  

• 26,899 trees ID’d;  

• 15, 209 abated as of 10/20/15 

 

Wild land Urban Interface (WUI) LRA pole-clearing   

• 1,425 poles cleared 

2. Fuel Reduction and 

Emergency 

Response Access 

 

Fund 20 Fire 

Safe Councils 

Funding fuel reduction, defensible space & escape route safety 

• Funded 19 FSC’s throughout service territory 

• FSC’s actively working 

 

3. Early Detection 

and Response to 

Wildfires & Forest 

Disease/Infestation 

 
 

4 fire spotting 

planes; 2 

cameras; ID 

tree mortality 

Funding for insect & disease/tree mortality study, aerial fire patrols, & lookout 

cameras  

• Research project in forest health w/ HSU – publish & share w/ universities & 

agencies 

• 4 planes flying 2 pm to dusk 7d/w; 94 fires spotted; 20 first call-in 

• 2 cameras installed 

4. Public Messaging 

 
 

Double Cal-

Fire’s 

Messaging 

Leverage Cal-Fire’s “Ready, Set, Go,” “Beetle,” & “One Less Spark,” programs 

• E-banners, ads on Pandora, Facebook, radio & billboards began 7/21& ended 

8/31 

• Letters to Editor and Local Newspaper Debris Notices & Articles 

 

PG&E Veg Mg’t 2015 Drought Response 



1. Enhanced Inspection and 

Mitigation 
 

 

October 28, 2015 

Niel Fischer, Principal, PG&E Veg 



Patrols, WUI, LiDAR & Technology 

Enhanced Patrols 

• 43,924 line miles re-inspected 

• 26,899 trees ID’d 

 

(Bass Lake 8/13/15) 

(Miwuk 8/12/15) 

 

• Accelerated tree mortality 

• Public understanding and opportunity 

for education around fire prevention & 

bark beetles 

 



Mowbray’s Tree Service at Bass Lake 10/6/15 



Mowbray’s Tree Service at Bass Lake 10/7/15  



Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) 

The WUI Initiative in LRA 

(Local Responsibility 

Areas). 
 

• Implemented redundant 

vegetation patrols: 493 trees 

abated. 

 

• Inspected 3,231 and cleared 

1,425 poles with PRC 4292 

‘non-exempt’ equipment in 

LRA. 

 



Wildland Urban Interface 

Before After 

Total Poles Inspected = 3,231 

Total Poles Cleared = 1,425 



LiDAR & Technology  

Use emerging technologies like LiDAR (Light Detection and 

Ranging), & spectral imagery to I.D. & abate hazardous trees in 

high fire danger areas.   



Overview 

 6 Circuits 

 1500 Detections 

 Butte Fire impacted all 6 

circuits 

 AceRoute technology 

allowed contractors to 

make real-time changes 

on maps to stay outside 

the fire perimeter 

 

9/9 Field Kick-off & Training 

Frogtown  (Angles Camp, CA) 

9/10: 1st Tree Signed-up for Tree 
Work 

9/15: Pulled out of Salt Springs 
due to Fire. Refocus on 

Frogtown 

9/16: First Tree Added 

9/17: Started Stanislaus  

9/18: Pulled out of Stanislaus 
due to Fire Duty 

Example of LiDAR & Tech Driven Decision Making 



2. Fuel Reduction & Emergency 

Response Access 
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Fire Safe Council Funding 

Funded Fire Safe Council projects: 

• 58 requests for funding 

• 24 projects funded 

• 19 Fire Safe Councils  

• 21 counties 

• Fuel Break and Access Focused 

• Joint media events w/ FSC’s to drive public awareness 

and education 



Lassen County Fire Safe Council Fuel Reduction 

Before & After  



Butte County FSC Fuel Reduction 



Butte County FSC Media Event: Local Spanish TV 



3. Early Detection: Forest Health, 

Fire Patrols & Cameras 
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2015 Forest Health Mapping Project  

 

• Phase 2 of partnership 

• Develop & share map of 25 unique forest cover types  

• 2014 Landsat Imagery + 2014 project database 

• Run algorithms 

• Delineate the various forest types 

• Output - example = Lake Tahoe image: 

 

   



Early Detection: Forest Health Mapping 

Map 



Early Detection: Aerial Patrols & Cameras 

Aerial Patrols:  

• 7 days/week 2 PM to dusk  

• 7/12/15-10/31/15 

• 94 fires detected; 20 “First Reports” 

• Doubled Mendocino Aerial Coop Patrol 

• PG&E Contract Fixed wing: 

I. Redding to Auburn 

II. Auburn to Auberry 

III. Monterey to Solvang 

Remotely Operated Cameras: 

• 2 New systems installed (Butte County & Amador) 

• Cal-Fire Support 

• Telecom support 

 



Early Detection: Cameras 



4. Public Messaging 
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Leverage Cal-Fire’s Campaigns 

• Double Cal-Fire’s effectiveness in Public Messaging by 

Leveraging, “One Less Spark,” “Ready, Set, Go,” & 

“Beetle,” campaigns. 

• Pandora, E-Billboards at fueling stations, radio & print 

media 

• Excellent cooperation and efficient production with Cal-

Fire’s support 



Pandora Ad Campaign Report 



Pandora & Print 



Questions? Rough Fire 9/11/15  
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