
 

 
 

 

February 25, 2015 
 
 
 

California State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection 

Forest Practice Committee 

Ms. Susan Britting, Chair 

P.O. Box 944246 

Sacramento, CA 94244-2460 

 
 

RE: TECHNICICAL RULE ADDENDUM #2 (GHG). 
 
 
 

Dear Chair Britting, 
 

In 2010 the CEQA Guidelines added 14 CCR 15064.4 requiring lead agencies to calculate or 

estimate the amount of greenhouse gas emissions resulting from a project.  As a result, CAL 

FIRE made analysis of Greenhouse Gas emissions a requirement of timber harvesting plans 

(THPs) submitted pursuant to the Z’Berg Nejedly Forest Practice Act.  To the best of our 

knowledge every single approved THP containing such an analysis made the determination 

that timber operations will have a net climate benefit.  Beyond that, to the best of our 

knowledge, every single CAL FIRE Official Response addressing public concerns regarding 

Greenhouse Gas emissions contained responses similar to: “the Department has concluded 

that the impacts from implementation of this management regime will have a net benefit from 

a climate perspective.” 
 

The Department’s conclusion of net benefit is consistent with findings of the California Air 

Resources Board (CARB) that the forest sector is the only economic sector in the state’s 

greenhouse gas (GHG)  inventory that, on net, absorbs and stores (“sequesters”) more 

greenhouse gases than it emits.1   In that document CARB reported that between the years 2000 

and 2008 the forestry sector emitted 0.19 million tonnes of CO2 equivalent annually (0.04% of 

total emissions), yet sequestered an average of 4.28  million tonnes of CO2 equivalent annually. 

CARB conducted a fully CEQA compliant environmental analysis as part of the Climate Change 

 

 
 

 

1 
“California Greenhouse Gas Inventory for 2000-2008 — by Category as Defined in the Scoping 

Plan,” California Air Resources Board, 
http://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/inventory/data/tables/ghg_inventory_scopingplan_00-08_2010-05- 
12.pdf 

http://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/inventory/data/tables/ghg_inventory_scopingplan_00-08_2010-05-


Scoping Plan in response to AB32 (2006), publishing the finding that forest management will 

have no significant adverse environmental impacts2 in regards to GHGs. 
 

 
 
 
 

Unless submitted as part of a forestland conversion, THPs submitted to CAL FIRE must comply 

with resource conservation standards and demonstrate achievement of maximum sustained 

production.  Compliance with the resource conservation standards guarantees future site 

occupancy by appropriate species at minimum stocking densities. Demonstration of maximum 

sustained production guarantees that forests are managed to, at a minimum, balance growth 

with harvest over time.    The objective of any silvicultural prescription is to harvest the 

existing stand in such a way to promote future growth of retained trees, or create stand 

conditions conducive to the successful establishment of a new crop of trees.   The amount of 

atmospheric carbon removed by trees is directly related to growth of those trees.  Active 

sustainable forest management in compliance with California’s rules and regulations that 

maintains a crop of healthy, vigorously growing trees in a diversity of age classes can have 

nothing but a positive climate effect. 

 
There exists another option to the THP-by-THP approach for addressing GHG and timber 

harvesting.  CEQA Guideline 14 CCR 15385 allows the Board of Forestry to develop a policy 

which THPs refer to for general matters allowing those THPs to concentrate on issues specific to 

the individual THP.  This mechanism is known as Tiering and is applicable to GHG analysis. 

 
 

2 
2014, APPENDIX F, Final Environmental Analysis for the First Update to the Climate Change Scoping Plan, Air 

Resources Board 



CAL FIRE consistently concludes that THPs have net benefit from a climate perspective. CARB’s 

CEQA analysis determined that the forest sector is a net sequesterer and that forest 

management will not have a significant impact on the environment.  There is ample evidence 

supporting a Board policy statement declaring THPs that comply with the Forest Practice Rules 

(demonstration of MSP and Resource Conservation Standards in particular) will not have a 

significant impact on the environment as they pertain to Greenhouse Gas emissions. 

 
We respectfully request that the Forest Practice Committee refine discussion of GHG in 

connection with Cumulative Impacts Analysis to include only those potential impacts from 

forestland conversion.  Sustainable forest harvest can only have a net climate benefit and 

the CEQA analysis has already been conducted concluding that sustainable forest management 

will have no significant impact on the environment provided the lands remain dedicated to 

timber production. 

 
In addition, we respectfully request that this committee evaluate the CEQA analysis conducted 

by CARB related to the Climate Change Action Plan and develop a Policy Statement that 

proposes THPs compliant with demonstrations of maximum sustained production and resource 

conservation standards cannot have a significant impact on the environment.  Individual THPs 

could then reference ARB's Climate Change Scoping Plan Final Environmental Analysis 

in lieu of conducting a project specific GHG analysis. 

 
Thank you for your consideration of this matter.  CLFA is available to answer any questions you 
may have regarding this proposed strategy of addressing GHGs in THPs.  

 
 
 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

The California Licensed Foresters Association, with a membership responsible for the sustained management of millions of acres of

California forestland, represents the common interests of California Registered Professional Foresters. The Association provides

opportunities for continuing education and public outreach to its membership, which includes professionals affiliated with

government agencies, private timber companies, consultants, the public, and the academic community. Governed by an elected

Board of Directors, CLFA was established in 1980 after the passage of the landmark California Professional Foresters Law. 


