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WHAT IS THE STATE RESPONSIBILITY AREA?

The State Responsibility Area (SRA) is the land where the State of California is financially responsible
for the prevention and suppression of wildfires. Comprising just over 31 million acres across the entire
State, SRA does not include lands within city boundaries or in federal ownership.

WHAT IS THE SRA FEE?

The SRA Fire Prevention Fee was enacted by Assembly Bill X1 29 in July 2011, to pay for fire prevention
activities across the State on lands designated as SRA. The fee is applied to all habitable residential
structures within the SRA.

Effective July 1, 2014, the fee is levied at the rate of $152.33 per habitable structure, which is defined
as a building that can be occupied for residential use. Owners of habitable structures who are also
within the boundaries of a local fire protection agency receive a reduction of $35 per habitable
structure. On average, the total fee collection is approximately $74 million per year.

WHAT DOES THE FEE PAY FOR?

The fee funds a variety of important fire prevention services in the SRA. Such activities include fuel
reduction projects that lessen the risk of wildfire to communities, evacuation routes, and
infrastructure. Other activities include defensible space inspections, fire prevention engineering, land
use planning, emergency evacuation planning, fire prevention education, fire hazard severity mapping,
implementation of the State and local Fire Plans, and fire-related law enforcement activities such as
arson investigation. In Fiscal Year 2014-15, the fee will have funded over $77 million of fire prevention
activities across the State.
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STATEWIDE FIRE PREVENTION ACTIVITIES INCLUDE:

» Prevention Projects and Activities in CAL FIRE Units and Contract Counties:

(0}

Fire Prevention Bureaus — Funding allows for additional coordination with Fire Safe
Councils to create or improve Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPPs), and also
provides support for CAL FIRE stations and personnel to engage in prevention activities.

Law Enforcement — Supports CAL FIRE law enforcement activities focused on fire
prevention, investigations, civil and criminal case management, and prosecution
associated with fires caused by negligence or arson.

Education — Provides support public education and outreach, teaching homeowners
how to reduce wildfire risk around their properties. Public Education also includes
advertising via print, radio, television, and social media outlets.

Pre-Fire Engineering — Funding supports Unit Fire Plan development through mapping
and data recording of prevention projects and fire activity, increased application of fire
resistive construction for structures in wildfire areas, identification of evacuation routes,
and community evacuation planning.

Volunteers in Prevention — Funding allows the Department to oversee local citizens
who provide a wide array of ancillary services coordinated via the CAL FIRE Units.
Activities range from assisting with defensible space inspections to patrolling on
holidays and times of high fire severity.

Post Fire Damage Inspections — Post fire assessment data and analysis of damaged and
destroyed homes is performed to improve safety factors in building construction and
land management.

Fire Suppression Cost Recovery — Funding supports comprehensive fire prevention
objectives by recovering fire suppression costs from those who have intentionally,
negligently, or in violation of law, caused an unwanted wildfire, as authorized by State
statute.

» Vegetation Management Program (VMP’s):

(0}
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Funding supports a cost-sharing program that uses mechanical means and prescribed
fires to reduce hazardous vegetation on public and private lands, resulting in better fire
resilience and community protection.
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» Defensible Space Inspections:

O Provides for additional personnel to perform Defensible Space Inspections within SRA
across the State. Inspections have also provided increased education and awareness to
the public of compliance requirements for Public Resources Code Section 4290. Engine
company personnel assigned to fire stations have also become more involved with both
inspections and public education.

» Input into Safety Elements of Local General Plans (per Senate Bill 1241):

0 Senate Bill 1241 authorized the establishment of a CAL FIRE program focused on
coordinating efforts between local fire officials and local planning officials to ensure
effective local land use so as not to increase fire and resource risk to SRA lands. These
improved prevention measures will be included in Safety Elements contained within
local General Plans. These measures are subject to approval by the State Board of
Forestry and Fire Protection.

» Fire Hazard and Fire Severity Mapping:

0 Funds efforts to define areas of highest priority for various pre-fire and fire prevention
activities, in an effort to reduce wildfire risk to communities throughout the SRA.

» Conservation Camp Fire Prevention Work:

0 Funding provided for fuel reduction and modification work by Conservations Camps
within the 21 CAL FIRE Administrative Units and all 6 of the Contract Counties in the
State.

> SRA Fire Prevention Fund Grant Program:

O 83 Grant Recipients have received $9.525 million during Fiscal Year 2014/15 to help
reduce wildfire risk related to the current drought. Funding is provided to local
community organizations to assist with work on vegetation treatment projects and
education in locations throughout the State where the effects of the drought have
increased the fire danger to structures within SRA. (A full list of Grant funded projects,
along with a map showing project locations has been included at the end of this report.)

» California Conservation Corps (CCC) Project Work:

0 Funding for CCC Crews to conduct fire prevention projects in the SRA. To date, the CCCs
have conducted 73 projects statewide representing 169,000 hours of work. (A map
showing the Counties where CCC projects have been conducted is included at the end of
this report.)

The table below shows three years of expenditure on each of the areas described above.
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Statewide Fire Prevention Activities
(Dollars in Millions)

2012-13 2013-14 2014-15

Prevention Projects and Activities in CAL FIRE Units and

Contract Counties $27.3 $28.8 $33.6
Vegetation Management Program 1.7 5.1 8.3
Defensible Space Inspections 3.0 10.4 14.3
Input into Safety Elements of Local General Plans (per SB 1241) 0.0 2.3 3.9
Fire Hazard and Fire Severity Mapping 1.1 1.1 1.3
Conservation Camp Fire Prevention Work 3.2 3.1 4.2
Fire Prevention Grants 10.0
California Conservation Corps. Project Work 1.5 1.5 1.8
Total Statewide Fire Prevention Work $37.9 $52.4 $77.3

Actual dollar figures are provided for Fiscal Years 2012-13 and 2013-14. Estimated dollar figures are provided for
Fiscal Year 2014-15.
All dollar figures are per the Governor's Budget from January 2015.

HOW HAS THE MONEY BEEN DISTRIBUTED?

The goal of the fire prevention programs is, over time, to return fees (in the form of fire prevention
activities) across the entire SRA. Fire prevention activities are based upon the priorities laid out in the
2010 State Fire Plan and are administered through CAL FIRE’s 21 Administrative units and 6 contract
counties. The 21 Units represent multiple counties and a listing of the counties by unit is contained on
Page 6. The 6 contract counties are Kern, Los Angeles, Marin, Orange, Santa Barbara, and Ventura.
These Counties are provided funding by the State to provide fire protection services to SRA lands
within those Counties, which include prevention activities.

In working towards the goal of returning fees across the entire SRA, CAL FIRE considers the totality of
SRA fee funded work conducted in each of the Departments 21 Units and 6 Contract Counties. This
includes work conducted in the Units, statewide efforts such as fire hazard mapping or land use
planning, and work conducted by the California Conservation Corps. The existing fire prevention
activities conducted across the State, and the attendant expenditures on fire prevention programs,
compared with fees collected in each of the 21 Units and Contract Counties was considered as one of
the factors in determining the 83 grant awards.

In the Appendix to this report there is a table showing the detailed breakout by each of the 21 units

and 6 contract counties of (1) fees collected, and (2) expenditures for 3 fiscal years (2012-13, 2013-14,
2014-15).
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ADDITIONAL DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANATIONS FOR APPENDIX:

This Information Report provides a summary of three Fiscal Years of work:
(NOTE: This Report does not include a summary of Fiscal Year 2011/12, the first year the Fee was
enacted into law. This time was spent on program development and implementation.)

1. Fiscal Year 2012/13 (FY12) Actual Expenditures
2. Fiscal Year 2013/14 (FY13) Actual Expenditures
3. Fiscal Year 2014/15 (FY14) Estimated Expenditures

The following sheets include information identified below:

Page 6: List of CAL FIRE Units and counties

Page 8: Bar Graph showing ratio of dollars collected and spent in each Unit and Contract
County.

Page 9: Spreadsheet of actual dollar amounts per each Unit and Contract County.

Page 10 & 11: List of SRA Fire Prevention Fund Grants awarded in May, 2015.

Page 12: Map showing locations of Grant funded projects.

Page 13: Map and list of Prevention Projects accomplished by the California Conservation Corps

throughout the State.

Please note this Report represents only a snapshot in time. Future Reports will be updated as actual
expenditures are gathered at the end of each Fiscal Year. Because the fee collection process is ongoing
and year round, figures change on a daily basis.

The following Bar Graph on Page 8, and Dollar Spreadsheet on Page 9 are based on a number of
factors:

1. A “Fiscal Year” represents time from July 1* through the following June 30™.
2. The green bar represents total fees collected in each Unit and Contract County over the
three year period identified above (FY12, FY13, FY14).
3. The second bar represents total expenditures utilized in each Unit and Contract County over
this three year period. It is subdivided into the following five components:
a. Costs expended by each Unit for Fire Prevention work.
b. Costs expended by Regions and Sacramento for Fire Prevention work (such as FRAP,
Land Use Planning, etc.)
c. Costs allocated to the California Conservations Corps for prevention project work.
d. SRA Fire Prevention Fund Grants to help reduce drought impacts.
e. Administrative fees — these include all costs reported from CAL FIRE, Board of
Equalization, State Controller’s Office, and FISCAL.
4. Dollar amounts for FY 2014/15 Fees collected are estimates only — fees are
being collected as of the printing date of this report.
5. Dollar amounts for FY 2014/15 Expenditures are estimates only — actual
expenditures will be finalized in Fall, 2015.

LIST OF CAL FIRE UNITS AND COUNTIES
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Northern Region: Counties
AEU Amador - El Dorado Unit Alpine El Dorado
Amador Sacramento
BTU Butte Unit Butte
CzuU San Mateo - Santa Cruz Unit San Mateo Santa Cruz
HUU Humboldt - Del Norte Unit Del Norte Humboldt
LMU Lassen - Modoc Unit Lassen Modoc
Plumas
LNU Sonoma - Lake - Napa Unit Lake Napa
Solano Sonoma
Yolo
MEU Mendocino Unit Mendocino
MRN Marin County (Contract) Marin
NEU Nevada - Yuba - Placer Unit Colusa Nevada
Placer Sierra
Yuba
SCuU Santa Clara Unit Alameda Contra Costa
Santa Clara Stanislaus
SHU Shasta - Trinity Unit Shasta Trinity
SKU Siskiyou Unit Siskiyou
TGU Tehama - Glenn Unit Glenn Tehama
Southern Region:
BDU San Bernardino Unit Inyo Mono
San Bernardino
BEU San Benito - Monterey Unit Monterey San Benito
FKU Fresno - Kings Unit Fresno Kings
KRN Kern County (Contract) Kern
LAC Los Angeles County (Contract) Los Angeles
MMU Madera - Mariposa - Merced Unit Madera Mariposa
Merced
MVU San Diego Unit Imperial San Diego
ORC Orange County (Contract) Orange
RRU Riverside Unit Riverside
SBC Santa Barbara County (Contract) Santa Barbara
SLU San Luis Obispo Unit San Luis Obispo
TCU Tuolumne - Calaveras Unit Calaveras San Joaquin
Tuolumne
TUU Tulare Unit Tulare
VNC Ventura County (Contract) Ventura
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SRA Fire Prevention Fund Grant Projects
Approximate Project Locations FY14-15

Federal (FRA)
State (SRA)

SRA FPF Grant Project
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CCC Fire Prevention Projects
Counties Work Performed FY12-13 to FY14-15
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FY12-13 CCC Project totals (by County)
Project County Projects Project Hours Project Dollars

Butte 2 4,000 $100,000
El Dorado 3 7,600 $190,000
Mendocino :] 3,840 $96,000)
Nevada 2 8,080 $202,000
Placer 1 4,000 $100,000
Plumas 1 2,520 $63,000f
Riverside 1 1,600 $40,000)
San Luis Obispo 4 9,000 $225,000)
Santa Barbara 4 9,880 $247,000)
Santa Clara 4 2,400 $60,000)
Santa Cruz 2 3,600 $90,000)
Shasta 3 3,000 $75,000)
FY12-13 TOTALS 26 59,520 $1,488,000)

FY13-14 CCC Project totals (by County)
Project County Projects Project Hours Project Dollars

Alameda 1 2,324 $57,937|
Butte 3 3,009 $75,014
El Dorado 4 8,503 $211,993
Humboldt 1 430 $11,966]
Los Angeles 3 5,410 $134,872|
Mendocino 1§ 1,789 $44,612|
Nevada 2 7,510 $187,237
San Luis Obispo 3 7,977 $198,867|
San Mateo 2 5,728 $142,799|
Santa Barbara 3 8,465 $211,032
Siskiyou 4 7,611 $189,743
FY13-14 TOTALS 25 58,806 51,466,072

FY14-15 CCC Project totals (by County)
Project County Projects Project Hours Project Dollars

Alameda i 2,058 $57,212|
Butte 2 3,812 $105,974
El Dorado 2 3,565 $99,107]
Humboldt 3 4,593 $127,686)
Los Angeles 1 5,058 $140,612|
Placer 3 2,889 $80,315|
San Luis Obispo 3 7,125 $198,075
Santa Barbara 3 8,307 $230,934
Santa Cruz 1 538 514,956
Siskiyou 2 2,531 $70,362|
Sonoma 1 11,934 $331,765)
FY14-15 TOTALS 22 52,410 $1,456,998
Three Year Total 73 170,736 $4,411,070|
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