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SOIL CONSERVATION

OBJECTIVE 7.1.2: EROSION/SEDIMENTATION

Minimize soil erosion and sedimentation.

Policy 7.1.2.1

Policy 7.1.2.2

Policy 7.1.2.3

Development or disturbance shall be prohibited on slopes exceeding
30 percent unless necessary for access. The County may consider and
allow development or disturbance on slopes 30 percent and greater
when:

* Reasonable use of the property would otherwise be denied.

* The project is necessary for the repair of existing infrastructure to
avoid and mitigate hazards to the public, as determined by a California
registered civil engineer or a registered engineering geologist.

* The project is necessary for the repair of existing infrastructure to
avoid and mitigate hazards to the public, as determined by a
California-registered civil engineer or an engineering geologist.

* Replacement or repair of existing structures would occur in
substantially the same footprint.

* The use is a horticultural or grazing use that utilizes “best
management practices (BMPs)” recommended by the County
Agricultural Commission and adopted by the Board of Supervisors.

Access corridors on slopes 30 percent and greater shall have a site
specific review of soil type, vegetation, drainage contour, and site
placement to encourage proper site selection and mitigation. Septic
systems may only be located on slopes under 30 percent. Roads
needed to complete circulation/access and for emergency access may
be constructed on such cross slopes if all other standards are met.

Discretionary and ministerial projects that require earthwork and
grading, including cut and fill for roads, shall be required to minimize
erosion and sedimentation, conform to natural contours, maintain
natural drainage patterns, minimize impervious surfaces, and
maximize the retention of natural vegetation. Specific standards for
minimizing erosion and sedimentation shall be incorporated into the
Zoning Ordinance.

Enforce Grading Ordinance provisions for erosion control on all
development projects and adopt provisions for ongoing, applicant-
funded monitoring of project grading.
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CONSERVATION AND PROTECTION OF WATER RESOURCES
GOAL 7.3: WATER QUALITY AND QUANTITY

Conserve, enhance, and manage water resources and protect their quality from
degradation.

OBJECTIVE 7.3.1: WATER RESOURCE PROTECTION

Preserve and protect the supply and quality of the County’s water resources
including the protection of critical watersheds, riparian zones, and aquifers.

Policy 7.3.1.1 Encourage the use of Best Management Practices, as identified by the
Soil Conservation Service, in watershed lands as a means to prevent
erosion, siltation, and flooding.

Policy 7.3.1.2 Establish water conservation programs that include both drought
tolerant landscaping and efficient building design requirements as well
as incentives for the conservation and wise use of water.

OBJECTIVE 7.3.2: WATER QUALITY

Maintenance of and, where possible, improvement of the quality of underground
and surface water.

Policy 7.3.2.1 Stream and lake embankments shall be protected from erosion, and
streams and lakes shall be protected from excessive turbidity.

Policy 7.3.2.2 Projects requiring a grading permit shall have an erosion control
program approved, where necessary.

Policy 7.3.2.3 Where practical and when warranted by the size of the project, parking
lot storm drainage shall include facilities to separate oils and salts from
storm water in accordance with the recommendations of the Storm
Water Quality Task Force’s California Storm Water Best Management
Practices Handbooks (1993).

Policy 7.3.2.4 The County should evaluate feasible alternatives to the use of salt for
ice control on County roads.

OBJECTIVE 7.3.3: WETLANDS

Protection of natural and man-made wetlands, vernal pools, wet meadows, and
riparian areas from impacts related to development for their importance to wildlife
habitat, water purification, scenic values, and unique and sensitive plant life.
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Policy 7.3.3.1

and Open Space Element

For projects that would result in the discharge of material to or that
may affect the function and value of river, stream, lake, pond, or
wetland features, the application shall include a delineation of all such
features.

For wetlands, the delineation shall be conducted using the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

(USACE) Wetland Delineation Manual

Policy 7.3.3.2 intentionally blank

Policy 7.3.3.3

Policy 7.3.3.4

The County shall develop a database of important surface water
features, including lake, river, stream, pond, and wetland resources.

The Zoning Ordinance shall be amended to provide buffers and special
setbacks for the protection of riparian areas and wetlands. The County
shall encourage the incorporation of protected areas into conservation
easements or natural resource protection areas.

Exceptions to riparian and wetland buffer and setback requirements
shall be provided to permit necessary road and bridge repair and
construction, trail construction, and other recreational access structures
such as docks and piers, or where such buffers deny reasonable use of
the property, but only when appropriate mitigation measures and Best
Management Practices are incorporated into the project. Exceptions
shall also be provided for horticultural and grazing activities on
agriculturally zoned lands that utilize “best management practices
(BMPs)” as recommended by the County Agricultural Commission
and adopted by the Board of Supervisors.

Until standards for buffers and special setbacks are established in the
Zoning Ordinance, the County shall apply a minimum setback of 100
feet from all perennial streams, rivers, lakes, and 50 feet from
intermittent streams and wetlands. These interim standards may be
modified in a particular instance if more detailed information relating
to slope, soil stability, vegetation, habitat, or other site- or project-
specific conditions supplied as part of the review for a specific project
demonstrates that a different setback is necessary or would be
sufficient to protect the particular riparian area at issue.

For projects where the County allows an exception to wetland and
riparian buffers, development in or immediately adjacent to such
features shall be planned so that impacts on the resources are
minimized. If avoidance and minimization are not feasible, the County
shall make findings, based on documentation provided by the project
proponent, that avoidance and minimization are infeasible.
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Policy 7.3.3.5

and Open Space Element

Rivers, streams, lakes and ponds, and wetlands shall be integrated into
new development in such a way that they enhance the aesthetic and
natural character of the site while disturbance to the resource is
avoided or minimized and fragmentation is limited.

OBJECTIVE 7.3.4: DRAINAGE

Protection and utilization of natural drainage patterns.

Policy 7.3.4.1

Policy 7.3.4.2

Natural watercourses shall be integrated into new development in such
a way that they enhance the aesthetic and natural character of the site
without disturbance.

Modification of natural stream beds and flow shall be regulated to
ensure that adequate mitigation measures are utilized.

OBJECTIVE 7.3.5: WATER CONSERVATION

Conservation of water resources, encouragement of water conservation, and
construction of wastewater disposal systems designed to reclaim and re-use treated
wastewater on agricultural crops and for other irrigation and wildlife enhancement

projects.

Policy 7.3.5.1

Policy 7.3.5.2

Policy 7.3.5.3

Policy 7.3.5.4

Policy 7.3.5.5

Drought-tolerant plant species, where feasible, shall be used for
landscaping of commercial development. Where the use of drought-
tolerant native plant species is feasible, they should be used instead of
non-native plant species.

A list of appropriate local indigenous drought tolerant plant materials
shall be maintained by the County Planning Department and made
available to the public.

The County Parks and Recreation Division shall use drought tolerant
landscaping for all new parks and park improvement projects.

Require efficient water conveyance systems in new construction.
Establish a program of ongoing conversion of open ditch systems shall
be considered for conversion to closed conduits, reclaimed water
supplies, or both, as circumstances permit.

Encourage water reuse programs to conserve raw or potable water
supplies consistent with State Law.

CONSERVATION OF BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

GOAL 7.4: WILDLIFE AND VEGETATION RESOURCES
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and Open Space Element

Identify, conserve, and manage wildlife, wildlife habitat, fisheries, and vegetation
resources of significant biological, ecological, and recreational value.

OBJECTIVE 7.4.1: RARE, THREATENED, AND ENDANGERED SPECIES

The County shall protect State and Federally recognized rare, threatened, or
endangered species and their habitats consistent with Federal and State laws.

Policy 7.4.1.1

Policy 7.4.1.2

Policy 7.4.1.3

Policy 7.4.1.4

Policy 7.4.1.5

Policy 7.4.1.6

The County shall continue to provide for the permanent protection of
the eight sensitive plant species known as the Pine Hill endemics and
their habitat through the establishment and management of ecological
preserves consistent with County Code Chapter 17.71 and the
USFWS’s Gabbro Soil Plants for the Central Sierra Nevada Foothills
Recovery Plan (USFWS 2002).

Private land for preserve sites will be purchased only from willing
sellers.

Limit land uses within established preserve areas to activities deemed
compatible. Such uses may include passive recreation, research and
scientific study, and education. In conjunction with use as passive
recreational areas, develop a rare plant educational and interpretive
program.

Proposed rare, threatened, or endangered species preserves, as
approved by the County Board of Supervisors, shall be designated
Ecological Preserve (-EP) overlay on the General Plan land use map.

Species, habitat, and natural community preservation/conservation
strategies shall be prepared to protect special status plant and animal
species and natural communities and habitats when discretionary
development is proposed on lands with such resources unless it is
determined that those resources exist, and either are or can be
protected, on public lands or private Natural Resource lands.

All development projects involving discretionary review shall be
designed to avoid disturbance or fragmentation of important habitats to
the extent reasonably feasible. Where avoidance is not possible, the
development shall be required to fully mitigate the effects of important
habitat loss and fragmentation. Mitigation shall be defined in the
Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP) (see Policy
7.4.2.8 and Implementation Measure CO-M).

The County Agricultural Commission, Plant and Wildlife Technical
Advisory Committee, representatives of the agricultural community,
academia, and other stakeholders shall be involved and consulted in
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