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EL DORADO COUNTY GENERAL PLAN  
LAND USE ELEMENT 
 

 
 
 

PRINCIPLES 

The General Plan establishes a land use development pattern 

that makes the most efficient and feasible use of existing 

infrastructure and public services. 

 

The General Plan provides guidelines for new and existing 

development that promotes a sense of community. 

 

The General Plan defines those characteristics which make the 

County "rural” and provides strategies for preserving these 

characteristics. 

 

The General Plan provides opportunities for positive economic 

growth such as increased employment opportunities, greater 

capture of tourism, increased retail sales, and high technology 

industries. 

 

The General Plan provides guidelines for new development 

that maintains or enhances the quality of the County. 

INTRODUCTION 

The Land Use Element sets forth specific goals, objectives, and policies to guide the 

intensity, location, and distribution of land uses.  El Dorado County has experienced rapid 

population growth since the 1970s and is projected to grow by 30,000 households over next 

20 years.  This element and the General Plan as a whole determine how and to what degree 

this projected population growth can be accommodated while meeting other State and 

Federal mandates. 

 

The General Plan land use diagram is also a part of this element.  The General Plan land use 

diagram graphically represents the County’s goals, objectives, and policies.  All references in 

this General Plan to the land use map are references to the land use diagram. 

 

The General Plan land use maps will delineate areas where future higher density growth and 

urban/suburban like activities are anticipated and/or will be directed.  These areas may be 

reflected as the expansion of existing communities within Community Regions and Rural 
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 assessing whatever such approvals would undermine the obligation, the 

County shall determine whether, after granting the approvals, the County’s 

inventory of land developable for affordable housing satisfies the 

County’s obligation under State law. 

 

Policy 2.2.5.20 All non-residential development, all subdivisions, residential development 

on existing legal lots involving any structure greater than 4,000 square feet 

of living area or requiring a grading permit for which land disturbance of 

an area of 20,000 square feet or more occurs, and all development located 

on lands identified as Important Biological Corridor (-IBC) on the Land 

Use Diagram, Figure LU-1, shall be permitted only upon a finding that the 

development is consistent with this General Plan and the requirements of 

all applicable County ordinances, policies, and regulations.  For projects 

that do not require approval of the Planning Commission or Board of 

Supervisors, this requirement shall be satisfied by information supplied by 

the applicant demonstrating compliance.  All building permits shall be 

consistent with the land uses described in the land use designation 

established for the site, as provided in Policy 2.2.1.2 and set forth on 

Figure LU-1. 

 

Policy 2.2.5.21 Development projects shall be located and designed in a manner that 

avoids incompatibility with adjoining land uses that are permitted by the 

policies in effect at the time the development project is proposed.  

Development projects that are potentially incompatible with existing 

adjoining uses shall be designed in a manner that avoids any 

incompatibility or shall be located on a different site.  

 

Policy 2.2.5.22 Schools and other public buildings and facilities shall be directed to 

Community Regions and Rural Centers where feasible and shall be 

considered compatible outside of Community Regions and Rural Centers 

when facilities will be located and designed in a manner that avoids any 

substantial incompatibility with land uses permitted on adjoining lands. 

OBJECTIVE 2.2.6:  SITE SPECIFIC POLICY SECTION 

Establishment of site specific policies are given to provide additional, specific direction 

for the development of land where circumstances apply to areas of special interest. 

Policy 2.2.6.1 Those lands within the El Dorado Hills Specific Plan known as Villages P, 

Q, and V shall be rezoned to include the Planned Development Overlay 

(-PD) as part of any development application. 

 

Policy 2.2.6.2 Those lands within the El Dorado Hills Specific Plan known as Villages P, 

Q, and V shall be subject to the applicable provisions of the El Dorado 

Hills Specific Plan Design Criteria, the draft (most recent version) Village 

MGMT 2.0 (a)(1)

Mdias1
Highlight




