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December 1, 2015

Board of Forestry and Fire Protection
Attn: Thembi Borras

Regulations Coordinator

P.O. Box 944246

Sacramento, CA. 94244-2460

RE: “Drought Mortality Amendments, 2015 Rulemaking
Dear Members of the Board,

Michigan-California Timber Company (MCTC), managers of approximately 115,000 acres of
timberland in northern California, submits the following comments for consideration by the Board of
Forestry and Fire Protection (BOF) in regard to the rulemaking package “Drought Mortality
Amendments, 2015 (rule package). It is our understanding that this rulemaking package, without
further action by the BOF, will expire on January 12, 2016.

Our timberlands are continuing to experience high levels of tree mortality due to extreme
drought conditions. We expect that salvage operations will continue to occur in 2016 and that those
operations will rely upon the provisions of the rule package. MCTC strongly encourages the BOF to re-
adopt this rule package to extend its expiration into the year 2016 and also work towards permanent
adoption of the rule package. Permanent adoption will ensure that additional options are available to
landowners into the future so that salvage operations may occur in response to drought conditions.
Salvage operations allow for the recovery of lost timber value as well as the reduction of fuel loading.

Thank you for considering our comments.
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Sincegely,

Chris Quirmbach
Lead Planning Forester
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