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October 7, 2013 
 
Mr. Eric Huff, Regulations Coordinator 
California Board of Forestry and Fire Protection 
P.O. Box 944246 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2460 
Email: board.public.comments@fire.ca.gov 
 
Re: EPIC comments for 45-day notice of rulemaking “Class II-L Identification and 
Protection Amendments, 2013” 
 
Dear Mr. Huff and Board Members: 
 
The Environmental Protection Information Center (EPIC) presents the following comments 
regarding the 45-day notice of rulemaking for “Class II-L Identification and Protection 
Amendments 2013.”  We appreciate the Board’s consideration of these comments. 
 
Summary 
 
It has been EPIC’s position throughout the process of revising the Class II-L identification 
methods that the Board of Forestry (Board) should consider protecting all Class II watercourses 
with “L” protective measures.  EPIC maintains this position.  The Board’s 2009 Anadromous 
Salmonid Protection Rules (ASP Rules) are too narrowly focused on impacts to listed salmonids, 
failing to address other species and other beneficial uses of water. Despite this continued 
objection, we believe the proposed 45-day-noticed Rule change will likely achieve the Board’s 
stated objective of clarifying the Class II-L identification criteria, and thus should reduce the 
potential for disagreement between the regulated public and reviewing agencies in the field. 
Based on this, EPIC therefore supports the proposed Rule change. 
 
Important Changes/Clarifications in Proposed Rule Modification 
 
There are several changes in the Class II-L identification methods proposed in this 45-day 
noticed language that will likely resolve disagreements over interpretation of the existing Rule 
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language.  These changes include: 
 

• Use of calculations of upstream drainage area (100 acres minimum for coast, 150 acres 
for elsewhere) 

• Use of “active channel width” versus use of “bankfull stage” 
• Requirements for a 15-foot no-harvest inner ban d for all Class II-S watercourses 

including those with slope gradients less than 30 percent 
• Deletion of criteria for measured stream flow in July of average hydrologic year 
• Codification of protective measure application for Class II-L watercourses for a 

minimum distance of 1,000 feet 
 
These proposed Rule language modification are likely to result in more accurate identification 
and greater protection for Class II-L watercourses, and as indicated above, will modestly 
improve the protective standards for Class II-S watercourses.   
 
Conclusion 
 
EPIC supports the proposed Rule language modification contained in this 45-day notice because 
it is likely to decrease disagreement over Rule interpretation, while providing some enhanced 
protective measures for both Class II-L and Class II-S type watercourses. EPIC requests that the 
Board consider further enhancing protective measures for Class II-S watercourses in order to 
address impacts to beneficial uses of water in addition to and other than for listed salmonids.   
 
 

Sincerely,  
 

 Rob DiPerna 
Industrial Forestry Reform Advocate 
 
Environmental Protection Information Center 
145 G Street, Suite A 
Arcata, California 95521 
Office: (707) 822-7711 
Email: rob@wildcalifornia.org 
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